
 
City Council 

Agenda Memo 
 

 
          City Council 
TO:  Larry D. Gilley, City Manager    Meeting Date:  January 9, 2014 
 
FROM: Rodney Taylor, Assistant Director of Water Utilities 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion Item regarding the Land Development Code, Division 5 – Wastewater, Section 
3.2.5.2, The City System. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
City staff received a request from a property owner requesting a waiver of the requirement for a new development to 
connect to the City’s sanitary sewer system per Section 3.2.5.2 of the Land Development Code.  The specific language of 
the code states that “The required extension of municipal sewers may be waived wherever the City Council, acting on the 
advice of the Planning Director and the Director of Water Utilities, or designee, determines that such extension would 
require unreasonable expenditures and that on-site sewage disposal facilities will function properly.”  The intent of the 
Land Development Code is to require development on the City’s centralized sewer system where feasible. 
 
Staff from Planning and Development Services and Water Utilities Departments reviewed this request and determined that 
while on-site sewage disposal facilities will function properly, connecting to the City system would not require 
unreasonable expenditures.  Therefore, the request was denied.  However, City staff also offered to have a professional 
evaluation of the greater area to determine the feasibility of City financial participation in area system improvements that 
would reduce the cost burden to this property owner, while protecting the City’s long term interests in the area.  Granting 
a waiver such as this not only affects this immediate case, but also will make it more difficult to serve the greater area as it 
develops, either increasing the costs to the City of serving future development in the area or making it more likely for 
adjacent developments to also seek this same waiver. 
 
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
The requestor believes that this item should be heard by the City Council for a final decision.  However, the language in 
the Land Development Code (LDC) stipulates that such waiver may only be granted by the City Council when acting 
upon the advice of the Planning Director and Director of Water Utilities.  In contrast to other sections of the LDC, this 
section does not allow for an appeal to the City Council.   
 
 
BOARD OR COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning and Zoning Commission will be discussing this issue at their January 6th regular meeting.  As a discussion 
item, no action or formal recommendation will be made. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Letter requesting waiver 
City letter in response denying the waiver request 
Land Development Code, Section 3.2.5.2 

Prepared by: 
 
Name: Jon James 
 
Title: Planning Director 

 
 
 
 
Item No._________ 

Disposition by City Council 
 Approved       Ord/Res# 
 Denied            ___________ 
 Other 

__________________ 
              City Secretary 
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CITY OF ABILENE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE 

Chapter 3: Subdivision Regulations 
Article 2 - Subdivision Standards 

Division 5 – Wastewater 
Section 3.2.5.2 The City System 
(a) Extension. Extension of the City of Abilene’s sanitary sewer system shall be required for any 
subdivision within City limits. Extension of municipal sewers shall also be required, outside City 
limits, for any subdivision comprising a lot or lots less than one-half (1/2) acre in size if served 
by a public water supply or a lot or lots less than one (1) acre on other properties. In no way is 
the City of Abilene obligated, however, to permit extension of municipal sewers outside City 
limits. The required extension of municipal sewers may be waived wherever the City Council, 
acting on the advice of the Planning Director and the Director of Water Utilities, or designee, 
determines that such extension would require unreasonable expenditures and that on-site sewage 
disposal facilities will function properly. (Ord. No. 8-2010, pt. 1 (Exh. A), 4-22-10; Ord. No. 12-
2010, pt. A (Exh. A), 6-10-10) 
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