
 
City Council 

Agenda Memo 

 
          City Council 
TO:  David A. Vela, Interim City Manager    Meeting Date: March 26, 2015 
 
FROM: Tommy O’Brien, Director of Water Utilities 
 
SUBJECT: Award of Bid to Cardinal Contractors Inc. for the Hargesheimer Water Treatment Plant 

Expansion Project - Second Stage Short-Term Drought Strategy 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

On September 11, 2014 the Abilene City Council was presented with second stage short-term drought 
strategies for addressing the current drought.  One of the strategies presented was to increase the capacity of the 
Hargesheimer water treatment plant (WTP) to provide up to 12 million gallons per day of potable water from its 
raw water source – Lake Ivie. 

On November 20, 2014 and December 18, 2014 bids were awarded by the Abilene City Council for the 
pre-purchase of equipment associated with expansion of the Hargesheimer WTP. 

On January 18, 2015 and January 25, 2015 the City issued a Notice for Bids through advertisements in 
the Abilene Reporter News for the construction of the Hargesheimer WTP expansion.  The Hargesheimer WTP 
expansion project includes adding two PALL microfiltration skids within the existing process building, 
constructing a dual train flocculation and clarification structure, constructing a solids handling facility, and 
installing previously pre-purchased equipment. 

On February 18, 2015 bids were received for the construction of the Hargesheimer WTP Expansion 
Project.  Bids were evaluated by the City’s Consulting Engineer for responsiveness to and for conformity with 
the Contract Documents.  City Staff has received and reviewed the Engineer’s Recommendation of Award to 
the low bidder, Cardinal Contractors, Inc. (Cardinal) of Grand Prairie, Texas in the amount of $15,862,201.  
The recommended award includes the base bid and additive alternate bids for valve, pump, and equipment 
improvements to the Ivie pipeline system to increase the redundancy and reliability of the pumping system.  

 
FUNDING/FISCAL IMPACT 

The Hargesheimer WTP Expansion Project will be funded through the issuance of combination tax and 
revenue certificates of obligation to be sold in the near future. Any expenditure on the work will be paid by the 
Water Utility Fund and then will be reimbursed upon delivery of the obligation in the near future.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends awarding the bid to Cardinal.  
 

ATTACHMENT 
Written Resolution 
Engineer’s Recommendation of Award and Bid Tabulation 
 

 

 

Prepared by: 
 
Name    Tommy O’Brien 

Title      Director of Water Utilities 

         

 
 
 
 

Item No._______ 

Disposition by City Council 
 Approved           Ord/Res#    
 Denied               ____________ 
 Other  

_____________________ 
City Secretary 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS, 
AWARDING BID TO CARDINAL CONTRACTORS, INC. FOR THE HARGESHEIMER 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT FOR THE SECOND STAGE 
SHORT-TERM DROUGHT STRATEGY 
 

WHEREAS, in response to the on-going drought and as part of the City of Abilene’s overall 
second stage, short-term drought response strategy, the City is expanding the capacity of the 
Hargesheimer Water Treatment Plant (WTP); and  

 
WHEREAS, on November 20, 2014 and December 18, 2014 bids were awarded by the 

Abilene City Council for the pre-purchase of equipment associated with expansion of the 
Hargesheimer WTP’; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on January 18, 2015 and January 25, 2015 the City issued a Notice for Bids 
through advertisements in the Abilene Reporter News for the construction of the Hargesheimer WTP 
expansion; and 

 
WHEREAS, the expansion includes adding two PALL microfiltration skids within the 

existing process building, constructing a dual train flocculation and clarification structure, 
constructing a solids handling facility, installing previously pre-purchased equipment, and installing 
valve, pump and equipment improvements to the Ivie pipeline system; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on February 18, 2015 the City of Abilene received bids for the Hargesheimer 
WTP Expansion Project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, all bids were evaluated by the City’s Consulting Engineer for responsiveness to 
and for conformity with the Contract Documents, resulting in a Recommendation of Award to 
Cardinal Contractors, Inc. for both the base bid and the additive alternate bids totaling $15,862,201,  
attached hereto as Exhibit A; and 
 
 WHEREAS, staff recommends awarding the construction of the expansion of the 
Hargesheimer WTP to Cardinal Contractors, Inc.  for the base bid and additive alternate bids. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ABILENE, TEXAS: 
 

The Interim City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Cardinal Contractors, 
Inc. for the Hargesheimer WTP Expansion Project in the amount of $15,862,201. 

 
  ADOPTED this 26th day of March, 2015. 
 

ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________  _____________________________  
Danette Dunlap, City Secretary   Norman Archibald, Mayor 

 
APPROVED: 
 
 
______________________________ 
T. Daniel Santee, City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

ENGINEER’S RECOMMENDATION OF AWARD AND BID TABULATION 
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