
City Council 
Agenda Memo 

                                                                                                City Council 
                                                                                                             Meeting Date:  May 28, 2015 
TO:                Robert Hanna, City Manager 

FROM:          Rodney Taylor, Interim Director of Water Utilities 

SUBJECT:    Written Resolution Awarding Bid to Purcell Contracting Ltd. for the Finished Water Flow 
Meter and Piping Improvements Project. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
On April 29, 2015 the City of Abilene received bids for the Finished Water Flow Meter and Piping 
Improvements Project CB-1528 (Project). Three bids were received. The low bid was submitted by Purcell 
Contracting, Ltd. (Purcell) of Meridian, TX in the amount of $197,000. The Engineer, after evaluating the bid 
submittal and investigating Purcell, does recommend awarding the bid to the low bidder. 
 
The Project is for the installation of a new flow meter, concrete vault and related appurtenances on the finished 
water pipeline at the Northeast Water Treatment Plant (WTP), and for the installation of an air release valve 
assembly adjacent to the existing flow meter on the finished water piping at the Grimes WTP. The project will 
significantly improve the accuracy of measuring the finished water flow at each WTP. The Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality requires that Abilene develop a water conservation plan (Plan) that includes the use of 
accurate flow measuring devices that are calibrated annually. The Plan is prepared and submitted to the Texas 
Water Development Board annually to demonstrate that Abilene is carefully monitoring its water usage. Abilene 
has already installed new flow meters on the Lake Fort Phantom Hill raw water pipelines and the raw water 
pipelines supplying both the Northeast and the Grimes WTP’s. The Project will greatly improve Abilene’s 
ability to accurately monitor its treated water production in order to determine losses during the treatment 
process, establish base values for treated water delivered, and more closely calculate water losses in the 
distribution system. Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, Inc. was hired by Abilene to work with City staff in evaluating the 
City’s water treatment plant metering needs, to develop contract documents, to assist with the bidding process, 
and to provide general supervision and contract administration during construction. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
Funding for the Project was designated in the FY 2015 Water Department annual operating budget. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
Staff recommends that the Abilene City Council approve the resolution as described above. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
Engineer’s Letter of Recommendation 
Bid Tab Sheet CB-1528 
Written Resolution 
 
 
Prepared by: 
 
Name:  Rodney Taylor 

Title:    Interim Director 

 

 
 
 
 

Item No._______ 

Disposition by City Council 
 Approved           Ord/Res#    
 Denied               ____________ 
 Other  

_____________________ 
City Secretary 
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RESOLUTION NO. ________________ 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS, 
AWARDING BID TO PURCELL CONTRACTING, LTD FOR THE FINISHED WATER 
FLOW METER AND PIPING IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, The City of Abilene (City) owns and operates the Northeast Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) located in northeast Abilene and the Grimes WTP located in central 
Abilene; and  

 
WHEREAS, regulations of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality require 

that the City accurately measure the raw water and finished water flows at each WTP in order to 
determine losses during the treatment process, establish base values for treated water delivered, 
and more closely calculate water losses in the distribution system; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, Inc. was hired by Abilene to work with City staff 
in evaluating the City’s water treatment plant finished water metering needs, to develop contract 
documents, to assist with the bidding process, and to provide general supervision and contract 
administration during construction; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Finished Water Flow Meter and Piping Improvements Project will 
significantly improve the accuracy of the finished water flow measurements as compared to the 
existing metering systems; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Purcell Contracting, Ltd. submitted the low bid price totaling $197,000.00, 
and the Engineer, after evaluating the bid submittal and investigating Purcell, does recommend 
awarding the bid to the low bidder; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

ABILENE, TEXAS: 
 

The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a contract with Purcell Contracting, 
Ltd. for the Finished Water Flow Meter and Piping Improvements Project in the amount 
of $197,000.00. 

 
  ADOPTED this 28th day of May, 2015. 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 

_____________________________  _____________________________  
Danette Dunlap, City Secretary   Norman Archibald, Mayor 

 
APPROVED: 

 
 
______________________________ 
T. Daniel Santee, City Attorney 
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