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ORDINANCE NO. 410

AN ORDINANCE DEFINING SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS;
PRESCRIBINE RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR EREC-
TION AND INSTALILATION OF SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS,
AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF
THIS ORDINANCE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF ABILENE:
SECTION I, DEFINITIONS., For the purpose of this code, the
terms and definitions when used ghall have the following meanings?

A, SIGN: Any device or surface on which letters, illustra-
tions, designs, figures or any symbol are painted, printed,
stomped, reised or in any manner outlined and used for
advertising purposes,

B. BILLBOARD: Any flat surface covered with wood or metal
erected on framework on open space, or attached to posts,
buildings, or other structures and used for the display
of bills, posters and other advertising matters, posted,
tacked or painted thereon.

C. BANNER SIGNS: Any sign made of canvas, with or without
frame work,

D, ELECTRIC SIGIS: Any sign, the letters or designs of which
are outlined by electric lamps or tubes.,on which the letters
or designs aré painted, placed or raised, and illuminated by
interior or exterior lamps so placed as to make visible the
letters or designsg on the sign., Billboards and ground signs
which are illuminated as above shall be classified as electric
signs and shall meet the requirements for wiring and electical
inspections according to the Electrical Code,

E, GROUND SIGNS: Any advertising deviee or flat surface covered
with wood or metal, erected on a framework on vacant property
or other open space, upon which letters or designs are painted
or permanently attached., Ground signs shall conform in every
way to the requirements for billboards.

F. OPEN SIGNS: Any sign constructed of open metal work or wire
mesh secured to angle iron or other frame work, and the letters
or designs fastened thereon.

G, SKY SIGNS: Any sizn or billboard supported or attached wholly
or in part over or above any wall, bullding or structure.

Sky signs shall be constructed entirely of metal, including
the supporte and braces for same, and no gky sign shall pro-
Jjeet beyond the building line.

SECTION II. PERMITS REQUIRED. No sign board, billboard, or
electric sign on any building or on the ground, such as hereafter described
in this ordinance, except as otherwise provided for herein, shall be erected,
or reconstructed within the City Limits of Abilene, Texas, unlesg a permit
shall have been first secured aﬂwa the office of the Building Inspector. All

applications for permits for such signs, billboards, or electrical signs

shall be accompanied by such drawings or descriptions as are necessary to




fully advise the person igsulng the permit as to the location, construction,
weight, meterials and manner of securing such provosed sign, billboard or
electric sizn., If these drawings and descriptions conform to the resulations
in this ordinance, then the Building Inspector shall issue the permit to

erect the sign upon payment of the required fee. Before vermission is granted
for the erection of an electric sign, an additional permit shall be obtained
in accordance with the Electrical Ordinesnce,

SECTICH III. PERMITS NOT REQUIRED, Pernits shell not be necessary
for temporary sizns or billboards to be placed on buildings or vacant space,
advertising the sale or renting of such building or property upon which they
are placed, when such sizns or billhoards do not exceed six (6) square feet
in aresa,

SECTION IV. TFEES. A vermit fee of One Dollar ($1.00) or One Percent
(1%) of cost of sign, vhichever is grester, will be cherged for the erection
of any sizn or billboard, except temporary signs or billboards as set forth
in Section III, of six (6) scuare feet or less. A fee of Two Dollars ($2,00)
will be charged for each re-inspection.

SECTION V. INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE. Within Twenty-four (24) hours
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after the ercction of a sign, bvillboard or electric sign, the
Inspector ghall be rotified and if, upon insvection, he finds it not to be
erected according to the regulstions of this ordinsnce, he shzll notify the
person responsible for the work,

SECTION VI. STREET SIGNS buu TRAFFIC SIGNS EXCEPTED. Nothing herein
contained shgll be construed s prohibiting the City of Kbilerne or the State
of Texas from constructing and meintaining street signs and traffic signs.

SECTION VII. CONSTRUCTION OF DIECTRIC SIGNS. All electric signs within
the Fire Limits shall have a structural framework of iron, steel or other metal
substance ¢f equal strength. The body and other varts of such sign shell be of
non-inflammable materisl with the exception that a :mog moulding or border,
not exceeding two (2) inches in width, shall be permitted on =ny electric signs
other than neon signs,

SECTION VIII. SIGN SUPPORTS.

A. All sien sumports, brackets, eguys, turnbuckles, bolts, enchors




and fastenings shall be strong enough to safely hold and support lozds and
other mwmmmmmm vhich Em% come upon them.

B, Signs shall be supported and guyed with steel sngles, chains,
ctandard cables or wire of not less thar 3/16 inch in dismeter.

C. Chain supports shall have welded limks of mot less than 1/8
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D. No cable shall be tied or twisted asround any anchor or other
support but shell be Joined into =2 loop with an eyelet ingerted and the loose
end fastened .o the standing vart of the cable with spproved clips, owmuwm
or standord coble splice. A turnbuckle shall be inserted in w<mu% ceble or
wire hencer or guy to keep them taut.:

"B, All cable, wire, brackets, strap iron, turnbuckles, anchors,

bolts and a11 other supports shall be gelvanized or given two heavy coats of

protective non-corrosive paint.
F. TPach guy shall heve gz separate anchor woint.
SECTION IX. EXITS KEPT CLEAR. Yo sizn of any kind shall be sttached
to the wall or be nlaced upon the roof of sny building in such & manner as

to obstruct any fire escape, door, window or other passogze~wey leading to &

fire escape or 50 & street exit ror shall any gsign be fastened in any menner

SECTICT X. TIEE WALLS KEPT CLEAR. No sign shall be erected on %op of
e fire wall or coping of any building.

SECTION XI. SKY SIGNS. "Any sign erected upon or zbove a flat roof
of any building shell have a nminimum of three (3) feet of passage-way around
the ends of the sign end between its lower edge and the roof.

SECTICK XII. LOCATION AND HEIGHTS.

A. Yo sizn projecting over a sidewelk or other oublic space shall
be so hung thet the lowest point will be less than eight (3) feet above the
sidewallr or ground level under the sign.

B, No sign ettached to the well of any building or structure, or
supported, extending ontwerd therefrom, shall project over any sidewalk or
public space ferther than two (2) feet behind the curb.

C. All signs shell be supported from a support on private property




and no support or other obstruction shall be permitted on sidewalks or other
public space. ©Signs in 2ll alleys which project over public space aré pro-
hibited.
SECTION XITII, FPROHIBITED SIGNS.
A, CLOTH AYD BANNER SIGNS:

1. No person, firm, partnership or corporation mmeH susgpend
or project over or across any street, alley or other public space or portion
thereof, cloth signs or banners advertising anything or for any purpose what-
soever,

2, Mhis ordinence, however, shall not prohibit the displaying
of flags or other emblems not otherwise prohibited by law, provided the flags
or emblens, wher suspended over a street or other public place are securely
fastened to the supporting cable by one edge only, and be allowed to swing freg
and further urovided that permission to display flags or emblems has been
obtained from the Buildinz Inspector. The supporting ceble shall be of suf-
ficient strength and anchored so as to support the flags or emblems.

3., The Building Inspector may grant a terporary suspension
of paragraph ﬂﬁoﬁhmv of this Section on special occaslons, ow while festivals
or celebrations are being held,

B, SWINGING SIGNS: Every sign shall be rigidly hung so that it
will not swing or vibrate in a mdwowm wing.,

C. VWOODEN SIGNS: XNo wooden signm of more than ten (10) square feet
in area shzll be attached to or fastened flat against the wall of any duilding,
r hung in any other menner, inside the Fire Limits.

D, MOVABLE SIGNS, BARBER POLES, ETC.: MNo movable sign, barber
pole, ete., shall be placed in any public place or space.

SECTION xIV. BILLBOARDS AND GROUND SIGNS.

A, LOCATION

1. No billboard or ground sisn shall be erected in or project
over zny street, alley or other public space.

2. Yo billboaréd or ground sign shall be so placed as to
obstruct the lighting of any street, alley or public space, or interfere with
mﬁ%wmdwwnﬁewwWﬂmewdwnm.

3. The setback of 211 billboards and ground signs shall e
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the seme as oublined in the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Abilenme of 1946,
as amended, with the exception that any billboard or ground sign constructed
of combustable meterisls shall be set a minimum distance of four (L) feet
from ﬁwm wwo@mH¢% line 2nd shall not be closer thatw four ntu feét to any
building,

B. CONSTRUCTION. No billboard or ground sign constructed of
wood or other combustable material, with the exception of utility type pole
for supports and 2 wooden moulding or border not to exceed eight (8) inches
around the edge of such structure, shall be erected in the Fire Limits, The
lower edge of every such billboard or ground sizn shall be not less wwmw three
(3) feet avove the ground.

C. TEMPORARY STRUCTURES. Temporary structures, fences and bhar-
ricades placed around excavations or used during building operations,
vhether cn public or private property, mey be used for advertising purposes
during the necessary maintenance of the barracades, or so long as their use,
does not become a public nuisance.

SECTION XV. PRESENT SIGHS TO COMPLY. Any sign or billboard installed
prior to the passage of this ordinance may not be repaired to such an extent
that the repair cost exceeds 25% of the replacement cost, unless it conforms
to the terms of this ordinance,

mmomHoH XVI, FPENALTIES AND VICLATIONS. Any person, partnership, firm
or corporation who shall erect or repair or cause toc be erected or repaired
eny sign or hillkoard as defined hereinabove within the corporate limits of
the City of Abilene, Texas,
in any sum not to mxwmm@ two-hundred dollars ($200,00), and each twenty-four (2
hours of any violation shall constitute a separate offense.

PASSED ON TIRST READING THIS THE \QN..N,EQ OF NOVEMBER, A, D. 1950.

After said passage, a rnotice of the time and place when and where said
oréinance would be given a public hearing and considered for final passage
was published in the Abilene Reporter-News, a daily newspaper of general
%:@h da

circulation in the City of Abilene, the pudblication being on the / ¥

of November, A. D. 1950, a2t least one week prior to the time advertised. Aftex

contrary to the provisions of this ordinance, shall
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such opportunity for the public to be heard, said ordinance was passed on

ite second and final reading on the 24 ~~dzy of November, A. D. 1950,
w %ﬁ?wo Smart, Meyor
TTEST:
* ’
&K&f At
City Secretary

APPROVED AS TO FORM BEFORE PASSAGE
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