ORDINANCE NO, 432

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ABILENE REGULATING TAXICAB i

TRANSPORTATION, DEFINING TZRMS, REQUIRING FRANCHISES

BASED ON m:ero CONVEN TENCE bzu NECESSITY, PROVIDING

FRANCHISE TAX, REQUIRING THE KEEPING OF SPECIFIED

RECORDS AND mtmomem ON SUCH RECORDS, SPRECIFYING RATES

TO D CHARGED BY TAXICABS, PROVIDING A LICENSE FOR

OPZRATORS, PROVIDING FOR wh@demg@zam OF TAXI STANDS,

mvﬁoEHzm REGULATIONS CONCERNING TAXICABS, TAXICAB

omjmwaomm TAXICAB DRIVERS, AND TAXICAB cebzum RE~

QUI/RING TiSUPANCE AND A wmwm_oﬁ ANCE BQOWD, HumoéHUHzm

FOR Hmmu;oaHoz OF TAXICABS, REQUIRING mwmnHmHmu SIGNS

ON TAZICLBS, REQUIRING mwmhﬁze OF AD VALCREM TAX,

REQUIRING m:wm STHGERS TO PAY FARES, PROVIDING m_ow

TAZIMETTRS,, REGULATING CRUISING »zu CALLING, FRO-

VIDING FOR ﬂﬂeoobaHoa OF LICENSES AND FRANCHISES,

REVOCATTON OF OPERATOR'S LICENSES, ROVDING FOR

PENALTIES, FROVIDING A SAVINGS oa&cwm“ AND PROVIDING

A BEFTALING GLAUSI,

BE TT ORDATNED RBY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF ABILINE:

ARTICIE I
SECTION 1, DEFINITIONS:

(a) The term "city" as used in this ordinance shall mean the City
of Abilene, Texas, located in Taylor County, Texas.

(b) The term "street! or "streets" as used in this ordinance shall
mean and include any streets, alley, avenue, boulevard, drive, public way, or
highway noasowH% used for the purpose of public travel within the incorporated
limits of the City of Abilene, Texas.

(¢) The term "taxicab" as used in this ordinance shall mean every
motor vehicle transporting passengers for hire, other than motor vehicles operating
under a permit or certificate of the Railroad Commission of the State of Texas or
the Interstate Commerce Commission; provided, however, the term Mtaxicab® shall
not apply to motor busses operated within the City of Abilene under a written
franchise from the City of Abilene, Texas, over a fixed or definite route, nor
shall this ordinance apply to limousines operated from downtown addressed to the
airport.

(d) The term "franchise" and the term "license to operate" as used
in this ordinance shall mean authority granted by the City Commission of Abilene,
Toxas, upon finding that public convenience and necessity require it, to an operat-
or of a taxicab or taxicabs, and vhich authorizes such operator of a taxicab or
taxicabs to engage in the business of transportation by taxicabs, .

(e) The term "license", as used in this ordinance, shall apply to

the authorization granted to the franchise holder, permitting him to operate a



particular tazicab, and although a franchise may be held by a taxicab operator for
a designated number of licenses to operate a specified number of taxicabs, ap-
plication must be made by the operator for placing each taxicab within his fran-
chise,

(£} The term "person" as used in this ordinance, shall include both
singular and plural, and shall mean and embrace any individual, firm, corporation,
association, partnershin, cr gocied

(g) "he term "cruise" or "eruising", as used in this ordinance, shall
mean the movement of unocrupied taxicabs over the public streets of the City of
Abilene, in scarch of, or solicitation of prospective passengers; except, however,
unoccupied taxicabs proceeding to answer a call for taxicab service from an in-
tending passenger, and taxicabs returning to a taxi-terminal or subtaxi=terminal
by the most direct route, after having discharged a passenger or passengers, shall
not be considered to be crulsing.

(h) The term "calling", as used in this ordinance, shall mean any
act or gesture on the part of the driver or operator of a taxicab while said taxie
cab is in motion by which he offers the accommodations of said taxicab to a
prospective passcnger or passcngers, either by signal, word of mouth, sign or
otherwise for the purpose of soliciting a passenger” Or passongors.

(1) The term "oumor! and the torm "taxicab operator! and the term
Yoperator", whenovor used in this ordinance, shall mean any person, firm, corpora-
tion, association, partnership or society which has the control, direcction, main-
tenance or the benefit of the collection of revenuc dorived from the operation of
a taxicab or taxicabs on or over the streets of the City of Abilene, whether as
owner or otherwise; provided, the term "driver" as hercinafter defined shall not
be included within this definition,

(3) The term "driver" or "chauffeur", as used in this ordinance,
shall mean overy person who actually drives or manipulates a vehicle used a8 a
taxicab, as herein defined, whether as owner or as agent, servant or osﬂHo%oo of
an "“owner", as hercin defined,

(k) The term "taximcter", as used in this ordinance, shall moan a
machine adapted automatically to calculate, at a predetermined rate or rates, and
to rogister tho charge for the use of a taxicab,

(1) The torm "waiting time", as used in this ordinence, shall mecan

such time as may be consumed or lost at the special instence and request of a



passenger, after such passcnger has first engaged and ontered a taxicab to make

a trip and bofore reaching his final destination; and no charge shall be made

against a passenger for any time lost on account of eny other delay whatsoever,
(m) The term "taxi-terminal®, as used in this ordinance, shall mean

and include the taxi depot at which placc the taxicabs of an owner or taxicab

operator shall be housed or hoadquertered, and at which place telephone calls
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(d

and requests for foriecsd servine shall be made, and from waich place a dispatcher
shall control the roverents of tho taxicabs to the points of request for taxicab
service; this term shall likowisc be synonymous with "taxi-stand" and ghall mecan
and embrace that space and arca of land, together with buildings off of the streets
of the City of Abilene, and upon private ﬁHOﬁcHW%, which constitute the main office
of the owner or taxicab operator,

(n) The torm "taxi sub-terminal", as used in this ordinance, shall
mean and includc any place other than a taxi-terminal at which the drivers or
chauffours of taxicabs, shall reccive calls from a dispatcher as said calls arc
relaycd from a taxi-terminal or taxi-stand, and it shall likewise mean and om-
brace that space and arca used by taxicabs while waiting for passcngers.

(o) The torm “public convenionce and neccessity", as used in this
ordinance, shall mean: (1) a public convenicnce which is fitting and suited to
public noed, and (2) a public necessity which cmbraces a great and zwmmsﬁ public
convenience, This term, as applied to a taxicab servicc proposed and offered to
the public by an applicant, shall meen that applicant is fit, able and willing
to perform taxicab transportation service in the City of Abilenc in accordance with
the requirements of this ordinance, and that public convenicnece and public noces-
sity require the taxicab service proposed by such applicant,

SECTION 2,

From and after the f inal passage herecof, it shall be unlawful for
any person, firm or corporation to drive or opcrate or causc to be driven or
operated any taxicab upon or over any stroet or alley in the City of Abilene with-
out first having obtained a f ranchisc for such use of strects and alleys of said
city, and existing in full force and offcct, which said franchise shall be granted
by ordinance of the Board of Commissioners of the City of Abilenc under tho con-
ditions hereinafter sct forth,

SECTION 3,

A1l franchises granted undor the terms hereof shall be for a term
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not to cxceed five (5) ycars, and shall be based on public convenionce and nccoss-
Hﬁ%y as the same is hercinabove defined,
SECTION 4e

No taxicab franchisc shall be granted by the City of Abilene until
the Doard of Commissionors of said City, aftor a hearing duly had, finds and de-
clares that the public convenience and necessity requires the proposed taxicab
service for which application is made; provided, however, that such finding and
amowmwmﬂmon shall not be nccessary for the renewal of franchiscs for the licens-
ing and operation of the samo number of taxicabs licensod for operation and op-
crated by the applicant under the same namo continuously for onc ycar or more
next preceding the passage of this ordinance, nor for the rencwal of franchisc
covering the same number of licenses annually thercaftor, Such finding and doclar-
ation of public convenience and ncccssity shall be bascd on substantial evidence
and shall be final and conclusive on all partics concorncd as to tho facts so
found, No franchisc shall be dcemed oxclusive and the Board of Commissioncrs
horeby rescrves the right to grant as many franchises as it reasonably dcoms
necessary to scerve the public,

SECTION 5,

Any porson, firm or corporation desiring a taxicab franchise shall
make application therefor in writing, addressed to the Board of Commissioners on
forms provided by the City Secrctary, Said application shall give the following
information:

(1) Namc and address of applicant,

(2) Financial status of the applicant, including the amounts
of all unpaid judgments against the apnlicant and the nature of the transaction or
acts giving risc to such judgments,

(3) The oxporicnce of the applicant in the transportation of
passcngers,

(4) The number of vchicles proposed to be oporated by the
applicant.

(5) Location of proposed terminals, sub-torminals, and eall
box stands,

(6) Color schome and insignia to be used to designate the

vchiele or wvchicles of the applicant.
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(7) The make, modcl, motor numbor, State liconse number, and
taxicab number of cach vchicle proposcd to be operated by applicant under the fran-
chisc applicd for,

(8) Such othor information as thc Board of Commissioncrs may
dcom advisable or necccssary tending to prove convenience and nccessity,

SECTION 6.

(a) Aftor considering said application, thc Board of Commissioncrs
shall, if it considers said application favorably, dircct the City Attorney to
preparc a proposed franchisc ordinance., After passage on first rcading, notiecc of
said fact shall be given by publication in a ncwspaper of general circulation in
the City of Abilenc onc time, which said notice shall be published at lecast onc
week prior to datoe of public hearing and final passage of said ordinance. On the
date sct for hcaring and final nassage, all interested poersons shall be given an
opportunity to be hoard in mmﬁwow& of or in opposition to the application for fran-
chisc,

(b) If tho Board of Commissioners upon said hearing finds that the
public convenicnce and nccessity justifics the operation of the vechicle, or ve-
hicles, for which license is desired, it mwaww causc said finding to be noted on
jts minutes, and the City Scerctary shall notify that apnlicant of such finding;
within thirty days thorcafter tho applicant shall furnish to the said City Scerctary
any and all relovant information which may be required, and tho said applicant
shall doposit with said City Scerctary the policy or policics of insuranco, hore-
inafter provided; and if the said City Scerctary further finds that the applicant
has complicd with this ordinance, hc shall issuc his written certifiecatc of public
convenicnee and ncecssity to the Tax Asscssor and Collcctor as dirceted by the
Board of Commissioncrs,

(o) If the Board of Commissioncrs finds that the public convenionco
and nccessity do not justify the operation of the wehiele, or vchicles, for which
the liconsc is desired, the applicetion shall be rofused,

(d) Upon complaint made to the Board of Commissioners by any in-
terested porson, or said Board upon its own motion, after five days notice of the
ground of said complaint to thc owner or opcrator of any taxicab against whom
complaint it made way hcar ovidenco with roforence to such complaint and after
such hcaring, said BDoard may rcvoke or suspend the franchise of such owmer or

operator for matorial violation of this ordinancce or the terms of his franchise,



SECTION 7.

(a) Boforc any liconso shall be issucd to any owner or operator of
a taxicab or before any rcnewal of said license shall be granted, the owner or
oporator shall be woaswamm to file with the City Scerctary, and thercafter koep
in full forcc and offcct, a policy, or policics, of public liability insurance
issued by an old lino stock insurancc company authorized to do business in tho
Stato of Texas, which policy shall be approved by tho said Board of Commissionors
and said policy shall be performable in Taylor County, Toxas, insuring the public
against any loss or damage that may rosult to any person or ﬁuowo&&% from the op-
cration of such vchiclo, or wchicles, of such owmor or. opcrator, provided that tho
maximum amount of rocovery in such policy of insurance speeificd shall not be lcss
than the following sums for damage causcd by the opcration of any such vohicle,
towit: for bodily injury to any onc person or tho death of any onc person in any
onc moou@oﬁal:@pm.ooo\wou bodily injury to two or morc poersons or the death of
two or morc porsons in any onc accident-=5$40,000; for the injury or destruction
of property in any onc accident=-$5,000, All policics of insurance shall contain
a provision for continuing liability thorcon up to the full amount theroof, not-
withstanding any rocovery thorcon, In licu of said public liability insuranco as
provided hercin, the ovmor or operator of a taxicab may make and filo with the City
Scerctary a bond or bonds cxccuted by him and a solvent surcty company or associla-
tion authorized to do busincss in Toxas, containing indomnity provisions such as
said public liability insurancc; said bond or bonds as to form and suretics to bo
approved by tho Board of Commissionors,

(b) In the ovent that the Board of Commissioncrs shall determine,
aftor a hoaring duly had, after three days notice given to a licenscce that any
mmmswmmoo givon by him has bocn impaircd so as to afford lcss protcction to the
public than when originally filed; or the insurer has beecome insolvont or ccascd
to do busincss in the Statc of Texas, the said Board may require now or additional
“policics of public liability so as to bring the protection of said assurance to
its original amount, and thc liconsce shall within five days after rocociveing
writton notice of such roquirement, nrovide the roquired now or additional in-
surance; failing which, tho license of said licensce shall automatically terminatos
or the liccnsce may with the conscnt of said Board of Commissioners substitutc any
insurance policy with other insurancc of the kind required hercin, such policy to

be aprroved by said Board of Commissionors; and provided further, in the cvent any



insurance policy bc cancclled upon the request of the insurcr and no new insurance
policy is filed by said liconsce before the canccllation of said original assuranco,
tho liccnso to oporate taxicabs granted to the lieonsce shall bc automatically
rcvoked; and provided further, that neither the City of Abilone nor any officer
theroof shall bo held liable for the pecuniary responsibility of solvency of any
insurcr, or in any manncr bccomo liable for any sum on account of any such claim,

or act, or ommission rclating to any such motor vechicle,

SECTION 8,

Upon the favorable approval of said application by thc Board of
Commissionors, said Board shall pass on second and final rcading a franchisc
ordinanco which shall contain the following provisions:

(1) That the franchisc is mwmuﬁom for onc ycar from its cf-
foetive date, with roncwal annually &Wmdomwdow_ unlcss upon roviecw by the Board
of Commissioncrs it is found that the franchisc has become subjcet to forfeiture
or cancollation for violation of this ordinancc or the terms of his franchisc,

(2) That the holder of cvery franchisc shall pay to the City
of Abilenc a sum cqual to three per cont of the gross rcccipts of the franchisc
wowmoﬁhwmwmwwo monthly.

(3) That the franchisc holder will be required to comply with
all the applicable terms and provisions of this Ordinence and all amcndments
hercaftor made during the term of the grant,

(4) That the franchisc will be subjcet to forfeiture and
cancollation upon conviction for violations of this Ordinance or upon proper
showing that the franchisc holder hes substantially breached tho torms of the
franchise,

(5) That the franchisc will become subject to forfeiturc and
cancellation upon the holder therecof becoming delinquent in the payment of ad
valorom taxos upon any vchicle, cquipment, or other proporty of the holder used
or opcrated mwwooﬁww or indircctly in conncetion with the taxieab scrvice,

(6) That the franchisc holdor will kecp and maintain complcte
rocords of all physical propertics, daily rocords of rcvenucs (scgregated by dri-
vore and vohiclos), daily manifests of all drivers, and a complote record of all
oxpenses incurrcd in connection with the actual operation of the taxicab busincss
and maintonanee of cquipment and of all rovenues derived from such busincss,

(7) That the franchisc holder will own, loase, contract for,



or otherwisc legally control cvory taxicab uscd in the taxicab sorvice for which
the franchisc is authorized.

The provisions required above to be written into cach franchisc
ordinance arc not limitations, and there may be incorporated in any franchisc
ordinance such additional provisions as in tho diserction of the City Commission
properly bolong in an ordinance granting a franchise for the operation of a taxi-
cab scrvice in the City of Abilene,

SECTION 9,

The owner or opcrator of any taxicab to whom is issuod a permit as
is provided in this ordinancc shall make and kcop accuratc books or rccords, show-
ing the amount of thc gross rccoipts from the opcration of such taxieab, which
books and racords shall be subjoct to thc oxamination of authorized represcntatives
of the City of Abilenc, Thore is hereby levied on the owmor or operator of cach
taxicab oporating in the City of Abilonc a license or permit fec not to cxceed
three por cont (3%) of the gross receipts por annum, the payment of which shall be
3% payable monthly on or boforc the 10th day of cach succceding month, If the
ownor or operator operates more than one taxicab,all may be included in onc
statomont of the gross reccipts, a sworn statement of which will be filed with
the Chiof Accountant with cach statomont and to which officer said payment of the
liconse or permit fec shall beo paid, A failurc to pay said liccnso or pormit focs
within ten days after the same is duc or a falsoc statoement as to the amount of the
gross rocoipts of said taxicab or taxicabs shall be sufficicnt grounds for the
rovocation of the oporator's franchisc,

SECTION 10, RECORDS AND REPORTS:

A1l ovmers and opcrators of taxicabs in the City of Abilcenc, Tcxas
arc hercby rcquired to kcep and maintain at all timos:

(1) Complcte rccords of all physical propertics used by him in
rendering taxicab service in the City of Abilenc, Texes, showing date of purchasc,
purchaso pricc, torms of payment and the oxtent to which such property haa do-
preciatod,

(2) Daily manifosts to be filed by cach driver, containing
description of cach trip, showing origin and destination, the number of passcngers
transportcd on cach of said trips, and the amount of moncy colloctod on cach trip.
The manifest shell also show for cach day, thc numbcr of trips medo, the cab number,

the name of the driver, and the date,



(3) A comploto and accuratc rocord of all oxpenscs incurrcd in
conncetion with the actual operation of the taxiecab busincss,

(4) Each taxiceb operator who operates in the City shall do-
liver to the City Commission a querterly report, including a balance shcct and
profit and loss statement, in writing, propared by said texicab operator or by
somconc undor his dircction, and the same shall be sworn to by said taxicab op-
orator or his duly authorized agent, and said report shall rcflect fully the true
financial status of his taxicab busincss during tho period covercd by such
quarterly rcport, The first such quarterly roport shall bo duc no later than
January 15 of cach ycar, and it shall rcflect all taxicab operations of gaid taxi-
cab operator during the calondar months of October, November, and Decembor of the
provious yoar, Additional quarterly rcports shall be duc not later than: (1)
April 15 of oach yocar, covoring the provious months of January, February, and
March; (2) July 15 of cach %omar covering the previous months of April, May, and
Junc; (3) October 15 of cach yecar, covering the provious months of July, August,
and Scoptember, Successive quarterly roports shall be delivercd to the-6ity Come
mission by cach taxicab operator, so long as he shall ongage in the taxicab bus-
iness in the City of Abilonc,

SECTION 11, TRANSFERS,

Wo cortificatec of public convanioneo and nccessity, franchise,
liconso or permits issucd undor the provisions of this ordinance shall be sold or
in any manner transforred without the written approval of the City Commission,
cxpressed by a resolution. In the cvent that tho porson sccking to acquire a
franchisc, liconsc or pormit hold by anothor is alrcady 2 licensod opcrator of
texicabs in the City of Abilone, then and in that ovent the applicant asking
authority to acquirc said frenchisc, liccnsc or permit shall be mmoaom to have
introduced a prima facic casc of fitncss, willingnoss and ability,

SECTION 12, RATES MID FAFES TO BE CHARGED:

(a) Until Secptember 1, 1951, rates and farcs for taxicabs in the
City of Abilene shall be the same as herctoferce fixed by the Board of Commissioners.

(b) Beginning Septembor 1, 1951, all taxicabs operating in the City
of Abilenc shall be cquipped with taximotors and after said date it shall he
unlawful for any porson, firm or corporation to operatc any taxicab on the streots
of the City of Abilenc without having in operation in said taxicab a standerd
taximeteor which accurately rccords tho distance travelled by tho passcngor and

detormines the fare at the predetermined rates horein fixed, Said meters shall
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be subjoet to inspoction by the Chicf of Police or any law onforcoment momber of
his dopartment at all rcasomable times, In the cvent any moter is found to be
jnaccurate or defective in operation, tho Chicf of Policc or his agents shall
ordor said taxicab out of opcration immediztely and it shall be wmlavful for any
person to operate said taxicab until a WHOﬁOH metor is installed. Beginning
Scptember 1, H@mwr and until othcrwise mﬁmﬁmom by the Board of Commissioncrs, the
following rates and farcs shall bo offective in the City of Abilcne:

1, The rate of farc for onc person shall be thirty cents (.30)
for the first milc or fraction thercof traveled by the passenger, and fivo conts
(.05) for cach additional onc=-quarter mile or fraction thercof traveled by him,
For cach additional passcnger transported on the same trip, the charge shall beo
twenty conts (.20) rcgardless of the distance traveled,

2, For cach onc minute of waiting timc consumed by tho taxi-
cab at tho instonce of the passcnger, the rate shall be five cents (.,05),

3, ‘thenever a taxicab is ongaged on an hourly basis, whether
for ono or moro nassongors, tho farc shall be throo dollars (%$3.00) nor hour for
cach and overy hour. For cach quarter hour or fraction thercof in oxcoss of the
comploted hour, the rato shall bo soventy five conts (,75) for cach quarter hour
or fraction thercof the taxicab is so cngaged.

4. TFor transporting luggage of passongers:

(a) For first throo nicecs of hand luggage--freo
(b) For cach additional piceo of hand Tuggn 70==50,10

(¢) For cach m&omgow trunk or comparablc piccc of
luggage==-30,20 -

(To be shown as oxtras on taximoter),
SECTION 13, INSFECTION:

(a) It shall be the duty of scid Chief of Police to inspoet tho
operation of taxicabs, including all taxicab cquipmont and facilitiocs uscd and
operated within tho incorporated 1linits of the City of Abilenc, and to perform
guch othor and further dutics as may be required of him by the City Commission
in conncetion with said taxicab operations,

(b) It shall be the duty of the Chicf of Police to inspcet cvery
licensed taxicab which may be liconsed under the provisions of this OHQWSmSOOV at
lcast once cvery threc monthe for the purposc of determining whether said vohicle
is in a safc and sanitary condition and fit to bc operated as a texicab; and for

such inspoctions the said ownor of such wvechicle shall submit said vchicle at a



11

rcasonable time and place as may be specificd by said Chicf of Police, If said
Chicf of Policc finds that said taxicab is in a defoctive condition and is unsafc
and unfit to be uscd as a taxiecab, hc shall order said vchicle not to bo uscd as

a taxicab until said defcet or dofocts orc satisfactorily remedied. (No inspection
feec shall be chargods)

(¢) Should the oﬁwom of Police find any taxicab to be in a defoetive
condition, and order its usc as a taxicab discontinued, thc owmor of such taxicab
shall have the right to appecal from such order to the City Commission of the City
of Abilenc within ten days from the date of such finding and order, and said appeal
shall be perfocted by the delivery of a letiter to the Mayor and City Commission
of tho City of Abilenc, stating that an appcal from the ruling and order of the
Chiof of Policc is desired to be made to the City Commission 4s a whole, If an
appeal from said decision of the Chiof of Police is verfected, as horcin provided,
the decision of the said Chicf of Policec shall stand until the appoal is passcd
upon by the City Commission, Upon rccciving such appoal and noticc thercof, the
City Commission, as-soon as possible thercafter, shall hear such appcal, and shall
cither sustain, modify or reversc the decision of the Chief, and shall forthwith
cortify its deeision to the Chief of Poliec, and to the owner of such taxicab for
obscrvance, If no appcel is taken from soid deeision of the Chief of Folice within
the timo provided hercin, said doeision of the Chicf of Police shall be fincl,

(d) It shall be the duty of the Chicf of Poliec to inspoct period=
ically the sanitary conditions of all taxieabs, taxi terminals, and taxi sub-torm-
inals to insurc protcction of the hcalth of the citizcns of Abilene,

SECTION 14, REGULATIONS:

(1) It shell be unlawful for any taxicab operator, licenscc, fran-
chisc holder or driver or any officer, agent or omployce of such poerson to trang-
port or permit to bec transported in a tasticab under his control or supcrvision
any ﬁOHmOﬂ in any manncr vhatsocver unless tho taximeter in said taxicab is
registoring the corrcet farc therefor,

(a) All vchieles uscd cnd operated as taxicabs in the City of
Abilone shall bo operated in accordance with the ordinances of the City of Abilenc
and all futurc amendmonts thorcto, if any, rclating to the operation of motor
vchicleos upon the streets of the City of Abilenc,

(b) The City of Abilene, in the granting of franchiscs and

liconscs herounder, fully rctainsg and roscrves all the rights, privileges and
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immunitics that it now has undor the law to mcww% petrol and poliece the strects,
alleys and public ways within the City; and the granting of franchiscs or liconscs
hercunder shall in no way intorforc with the right of tho City of Abilenc to fully
usc said mﬁwoowmr alleys and public ﬁu%m for any other public utility; nor shall
tho granting of such franchiscs or liconscs hercunder in any way interferc with
tho improvement, altoration, or maintcnmance of any stroct, allcy or public way;
and the rights of any franchisc holder or liccnsce to usc said strocts shall, at
all timecs, be subscrvient to tho right of the governing body of the City of
Abilonc to fully oxorcise its rights of control over said strccts, alloys and
public ways.

(¢) Tt shall be the duty of the Chief of Police to enforec tho
provisions of this ordinance and all applicable regulations, He shall likewiso
rocommend to the City Commission rcasonable rules and rogulations which, whon
aprroved by the City Commission by appropriate measurcs, shall become binding
upon taxicab opcrators, franchisc holders, and drivors, Without limiting the power
of tho City Commission, the Chicf of Policc shall, as a part of his dutics, por-
form the following normal functions of officc:

(1) Make rcasonable orders rcspecting the character, cxtont,
quality and standard of sorvicc to be rendered by all taxicab oporators, owners,
liconsces, and drivers operating or driving taxieabs in the City of Abilenc,

(2) Recommend to the City Commission any change in taxicab
ratcs,

(3) Recommend the number of cabs to be operated by cach taxi-
cab operator or franchisc holder, and to reccommond the mumbor of cabs to be oper-
ated by him on various days of the wock and hours of the day, applying thorcto the
principles of public convenicnee and nocossity,

(4) Inspeet any and all cquipment uscd or proposcd to bc uscd
by a taxicab opcrator or franchisc holder.

(5) Conduct cxeminations and makc rccommendations concerning
thoe liconsing of all drivers, chauffours, and operators of any and all vchicles
operated or maintained under the provisions of this owmwumsoo._

(6) Moke rules and regulations as may be rcasonably nccossary
to facilitate the taxicab serviee to be rendered to tho publie and when the same
arc apnroved by the City Commission, thoy shall bocome binding; provided, that
any person who fools aggricved at any rule or regulation by the Chicf of Police

a
shall have the right of appeal to the City Commission as provided in Scction 13 ()



of this ordinanec,

(d) A1l reocords which this ordinance requircs to be kept shall be
scparatc and independent of all other rceords, operations or ontorpriscs of the
franchisc holder, All such rccords and books shall be under the direct super-
vision and control of thc Chicf Accountant of the City of Abilenc, or his assist-
ants, and the said Chief Accountant is hereby authorized to inspcet at all
rcasonable times all rccords and books portaining to the oporation of any franchisc
holdor,

(8) I¥ shall be unlawful for any owncr or taxicab opcrator to
pormit any taxicab liccenscd in his name to mo opcrated or driven within the corpo-
rate limits of the City of Abilene by any person oxcopt the owner of said taxicab
or the logally authorized agent or cmployce of the owner or operator; and it shall
be unlawful for any norson to drive any vchicle as a taxicab upon the strects of
the City of bwwwoso in violotion of any provision of this ordinance.

(f) It shell be unlawful for any driver of a taxicab, knowingly,
to transport any norson to thc abode of a mwomﬁw&sdor or to knowingly transport
any person, criminal, narcotic peddler, prostitute, or bootlegger, for tho purposc
of aiding in the commission of a crime or the violation of the law in any mamnor,
or to act in any mannor as a pimp for prostitutes, or to act as a contact-man for
any unlawful cstablishment of any character,

(g) Tt shall be the duty of overy taxieab drivor to roturn ime
mediatcly to the owner, if kmowm, all luggage, Bowoﬁpsawmo_ou other property left
in his taxicab, If thc owner of such proporty is nmh.w50£5. the drivor shall
immediatoly turn over to the Police Department all property whatsocver left in his
toxicab, giving a completc report of whon and whore it was loft in his taxicab.
All of said property shall be tagged for indontification purposcs, and if it is
not callecd for by tho ownor within thirty (30) days, it shall bc turncd over to the
Chicf of Policc with all available information pertaining thercto, The Chicf of
Poliec shall hold such property in his custody until it appcars rcasonably cortain
that the owner thercof will not claim same, after which he shall causc same to be
gold at public auction ag horcinaftor provided. A storage licn is hercby fixed
against property so held in cxcess of thirty days, at the ratc of %450 por day,
and after said poriod, seid licn may be summarily forcelosed and sold at publie
auction, Prior to said salc, noticc shall be given in a nowspapor published in
said city, sctting forth the time and placo of said sale, togethor with a brief

deseription of thc property to be sold,



SECTION 15, SIGNS:

Ivery taxicab shell have a dome light locatod on the top of the cab
and just above tho :MﬁanMowmp indicating the nemo and number of the eab in
legible and casily discerniblec lottors, An identification card indicating the
name and number of the eab shall be displayed in a prominent place on the rear
part of the f ront momﬁr so that it may be casily rcad by nersons riding in the
roar scat, There shall bo displayed above the windshicld in all cabs, whilo in
operation, the taxi driver's pormit issucd by tho Policc Deopartment of the City of
Abilenc whilc such driver is on duty and operating a taxicab,

SECTION 16, LIMITATIONS ON FRANCHISES AND LICENSES TO OPZRATE:

(a) The City ooaawmmwos of tho City of Abilene cxprossly roservos
the right to modify, mgbzgy mH&oHy change or climinatec any of the provisions of
any franchisc or any liccnsc to operate during the life of tho samec, for any of
the following wﬁHﬁOmomr tomirit e

(1) To climinato or dolcte from the same any conditions as
might prove obsolete or impractical,

(2) To impose any additionnl conditions upon any owner, opcrate
or, or liccnscc as may be just and reasonable, and which are deemed nccessary for
the purpose of nromoting adequate, officiont, safe taxicab sorvico to the publie,

(b) Notwithstanding anything provided in any other portion of this
ordinance with refercnce to the terminotion thercof, cvery franchise and licenso
to operate granted hercunder shall be subjecet to the Constitution and all applicable
laws of thc State of Texas, all City Charter provisions, and all such future laws
and amendmonts as moy he cnacted by the Legislaturc, and all amendments to the
Statc Constitution and the Charter of the City of Abilenc,

(e) Tvery fronchise holder and cvery licensce shall promptly nay,
when due, all lawful ad valorem taxes, together with all othor taxes, levies, and
assossments, if any, that may be lawfully imposed upon him, Failure to pay such
tax, lovy, or asscssment, when due, shall be deemed a breach of the privilcge
granted herein, and the City Commission may declarc the rights of tho franchisc
holdor or licensce hercunder forfeited for such breach,

(d) Any unwarranted and intontional neglect, failurc or refusal of
a franchisc holder or a liccnsco to comply with any of the conditions, stipulations,
and requircments rrovided for in his franchise or license, shall thorcupon immede

lately constitute adeouate grounds for forfoiture thereof, and tho said City, acting
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by and through its City Commission, may thercupon declarc said franchise or

liconsc forfcited, and may oxclude said franchiisco or liceonsce from furthor use

of the strocts of szid City, under said franchisc or liccnsc; and said franchisce
or licenscc shall thercupon and immcdiately be wobwom all mewaw in, to and undor
the same and soid franchise or liconse shall wonm§o null and void and of no cffcet,.
SECTION 17, REQUIREIENT OF TAYMINT OF AD <5ﬁomn£ TAX:

No owner or operator of taxicabs mrmww cngage in tho transportation
of norsons by taxicab at any time within the City of Abilene when the ad valorcm
taxcs asscssed against his taxi-stond, &pxwopvm_ou taxicab cquipmont is delinquent
and tho failurc of any ownor or opcrator to comply with the provisions of this
scction shall be adequate grounds for the City Commission to rovoke any right
or privilecge grantced him under this ordinance,

SECTION 18, PASSTHGERS TO PAY FARE:

It shall be unlawful for any passcnger to refusc to pay the legal
farc duc from him for thc usc of any taxicab mentioned in this ordinance, after
having hircd thc samcj and any porson who hires any taxicab with the intent to do=
fraud the person from whom it is hired, and after using the samo, fails or rcfuscs
to pay any taxicab farc duc by him shall be guilty of o misdemeanor,

SECTION 19, PERSOMAL APPZARANCE OF DRIVERS:

It shall be the responsibility of cvery person operating a taxicab
scrvice in the City of Abilenc under a2 franchisc to reoquire the drivers of taxi~
cabs of such scrviec to be noat and clean in appearance while on duty, Ivery
franchisc holder shall rcquirc all drivers of his scrviec to wear a prescribed
uniform while on asdwr such uniform to include at lcagt a cap and shirt, or cap
and uacwaﬁr distincitvo for cach taxicab scrviece, so that cvery registorcd taxicab
driver, at all times whilc on duty, may bc casily idontificd as a porson properly
authorized to operate and drive a taxicab in the City of Abilenc, To avoid con-
fusion and prevent duplication of numbers, if any, and uniform colors, cvery systom
of uniforms for a taxlcab scrviec shall be approved by the Chicf of Policc before
being adopted and used by the franchise holdor, It shall be unlawful for any drive
oer of a taxicab to drive or operatec a taxicab in the City of Abilenc without being
in the uwniform prescribed for such driver by the franchise holder and approved by
thoe Chicf of Polico,

SECTION 20,

It shall bec unlawful for any taxicab franchisc holder, or his agent



16

or claims-adjuster, to hinder or interfore with any police officer who is engnged
in tho investigation of any collision or traffic violation in the City of Abilcne,
Such owner or azent shall stend by until the officer had comploted his invostiga-
tion before interrogating any of the parties or witnesscs to such collision or
traffic violation, and his failurc to do sc shall constitutc a misdemeanor,
SECTION 20,

dvery nerson proposing to drive a taxicab under the wrovisions of
this Ordinanco shall anply for registration as a taxicab driver to the Chicf of
Policc in writing on forms provided by the City of Abilenc. Dach application shall
be accompanicd by a fee of three ($3.00) dollars, and overy applicant shall furnish
wdor oath the following information:

(1) Noeme, age, scx, race, marital status, and numbor of children,

(2) Residence address in the City of Abilene and telcphonc number,

(3) Name and busincss addross of taxicab franchisc holder to ﬁvoa
applicant for rcgistration intends to apply for cmployment as a taxicab driver,

(4) Number of yecars and months applicant has actually resided in
the City of Abilenc ncxt proceding the date of application, and the number of
years and months applicant has rosided in the State of Toxas; also, whother ap-
plicant is a citizen of the United Stotes and whother citizenship is by birth or
naturalization,

(5) Height, weight, color of oyes, complexion, color of hair, body
and facial marks, and other physical charactcristics useful in identifying appli-
cant and distinguishing anplicant from other porsons.

(6) Dxpericncc applicant has had in driving a motor vchicle and
spceifically and by soparate stotement applicant's cxperienco, if anmy, in driving
a toxieab, public transportation bus, or othor vehicle or means of tronsportation
for passcngers or property.

(7) Iumber and datc of issuance of State Chauffour's License issucd
to applicant,

(8) Uhother applicant has cver boon convieted of a wowosﬁr or any
offense involving moral turpitude, and full information concorning the convietion;
and whother applicant has cver beon convieted of a misdemeanor or has beon named
as defendant in a civil proceceding to forfcit or suspend his driver's license,

ARTICIE II

SECTION 21,

License fees required and rules and rcgulations for the control of the
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taxicab industry in the City of Abilenc at the time of final passage of this Ordi-
nance shall romain in full force and offcct until such time as the appropriate
provisions of this Ordinance shall become offcctive, Any person violating any

of the rcgulations cffcetive at the time this Ordinance is introduced or passed
by the Board of Commissionors may be regarded by the Board of Commissioners as
having forfoited the right to the benefits mﬂ this Ordinancec, and specifically
may bo donicd a franchise, if appiied for, oven though he is able To show public

conveniones and nocessity for the tamieash scrvieo nroposed,

SECTION 22,
That the following Ordinances be and the same arc horeby rcpealed:
(1) Ordinance Wo, HOHM passed Decenber 25, 1940 rccorded in
Volume 4, page 53, Ordinancc, City of Abilenc, ,
(2) Ordinance No. 117, passcd April 13, H@hHu rcecorded in
Volume 4, page mm- Ordinance Rcoords, City of Abilonc,

(3) Ordinanec Wo, 107, passcd January 24, 1941, rccorded in
Volume 4, page 68, Ordinancc Reecords, City of Abilenc,

(4) Ordincnec No, 149, passod July 31, 1942, rccorded in
Volume 4, page Hbmr Ordinancc Rccords, ow¢4 of Abilenc,

(5) Ordinanco No. 154, passcd February Hou H@muy rccorded in
Volumc 4, poge 156, Ordinance Records, City of Abilene,

(6) Ordinance Wo. 164 passcd on Junc 22, 1943, rccorded in
Volume 4, page 167, Ordinence Reeords, City of Abilene,

(7) Ordinonco No, 261, passcd February 13, 1948, rccorded in

Volume 4, poge 332, Ordinance Records, City of Abilenc

All other ordinaneccs or parts thorcof inconsistent with or in con-
flict with any of the torms and provisions of this Ordinancc arc horchy ropealed,
SECGTION 23,

Any person, cither by himsclf or agent, who shall violate any of the
provisions of this Ordinancc shall be dcomed guilty of a misdomecanor and upon cone
viction shall be fined not to cxeced ﬁmoo.oor and not lecss than $5,00, Any person
who shall aid, abet, or assist in the violation of any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdomeanor and upon conviction shall be
finod not to cxeced $200,00, and not less than $5,00, It shall not be ncccssary
for the complaint to allego, or for proof to be made, that the act was Imowingly
donc; nor shall it be nceessary for the complaint to ncgative any oxception con-
tained in this Ordiancc concoerning any prohibited act, but any such cxception

made herein may be urged as a dofonsc by any person charged by such complaint,
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SECTION 24.

If any scetion, sub-scction, sentonee, clause, or phrasc of this
Ordinonce is for any rcason to be held unconstitutional, void or invalid, the
validity of the romaining portions of this Ordinance shall not be affected there-
by, it boing the intont of the Board of Commissioncrs in adopting, and of the
Mayor in approving, this Ordinance, that no portion hercof, or provision or
regulation contained hercin, shall beeome inoperative or fail by rcason of any
unconstitutionality or invalidity of any scction, sub-scction, scntonce, clausc,
phrasc, portion, provision or rcgulation of this Ordinance,

PASSTD ON FIRST READING THIS THE .27 DAY Om.} , 4. D, 1951,

Aftor said passage, a noticec of the time m.,mn place when and where
snid ordincnece would be given a public hcaring and ooﬁmm‘moﬁ.om for final passage
was published in the Abilenc Reporter News, a daily ncwspaper of noneral circula-
tion in the City of Abilenc, the publication being on the \A\. day of %&r\a\r\
A, D, 1951 at least onc weck prior to the time advertised. After such opportunity

for the public to bo hecard, said Ordinance was passcd on its soccond and~final

24,
rcading on the -2  day ow&x\%«?\‘ A, D, 1951,

I I

ATTEST: Erncst Grissom, Mayor

Bl Ty wxqm\‘\i\

City Sccrctary

APPROVID AS TO FORM BEFORE PACSAGE:

L
- _ Corporat ”._,osmo ounscl



