RESOLUTION NO. 35-2001

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS,
ADOPTING THE SEARS NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN - 2001.

WHEREAS, the Sears Neighborhood is generally bounded by Mockingbird
Lane on the west, Vogel Avenue, Old Anson Road, and Ambler Avenue, on the
north, Grape Street on the east, and North 18" Street on the south.

WHEREAS, The City of Abilene supports the efforts of citizens to improve
the areas in which they live and therefore improve all of Abilene.

WHEREAS, this Council has received a request to adopt the Sears
Neighborhood Plan - 2001; now, therefore '
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE,
TEXAS:

PART 1: That the document entitled Sears Neighborhood Plan - 2001 is
hereby adopted as indicated by Exhibit "A".

PART 2: That the Planning and Zoning Commission shall periodically
review the Sears Neighborhood Plan - 2001 and recommend to the Council
extensions, changes or additions to the Plan which the Commission considers
necessary in the light of changing conditions. |

PART 3: That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after

its passage.

ADOPTED THIS 27 day of  September ,A.D. 20 01

ATTEST:
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Sears Neighborhood

Update

City of Abilene
Planning Services
Division

Sears Neighborhood Update
May 2000

Sears Revitalization Committee works on
Neighborhood Plan

In November of 1998, the
Sears Park Advisory Board
conducted a neighborhood
survey to ask the Sears
residents what
improvements were needed
to make our area a better
place to live. Many of you
completed the survey.
From the survey we
established a Neighborhood
Revitalization Committee to
put together a plan to
address the needs and
concerns of the Sears
Neighborhood. The Sears
Neighborhood
Revitalization Committee
members are Billy Enriquez,
Ovelia Campos, Joel Loya,
Beckie Joy, Dr. Julian
Bridges, Susan Allen and
Jimmy Defoor. The
committee, with the
assistance of City planning
staff, held meetings at Sears
Park. The group was
divided into six committees;
Public Services, Health and
Welfare, Community
Development , Housing,
Land Use, and Historic /

Cultural. Six meetings were
held in January and
February with an average
attendance of twenty
people. All  of the
committees were asked the
following questions: WWhat
do we have in our
neighborhood? What do
we need! Where are we
going! How are we going
to get there! After all the
meetings the group came
up with the goals and
objectives that are outlined
later in this newsletter.
These goals and objectives
will form the basis for

strategies used in the
neighborhood plan
document. The following

people were on the various
committees:

Public Services

Susan Allen, Tony
Rodriguez, Ricard Garcia,
Jr., Kim Allmand, Joshua
Lopez

Health and Welfare

Angie Najera, Merle

Pallarez, Ovelia Campos,
Monica Rodriguez, Lyndee
Pursley

Community Development

Mike Hernandez, Joel
Loya, Brenda Coleman,
Carlos Rodriguez, Santos
Sosa, Barbara Lohmann

Housing

Elizabeth Nunez, Judy
Reyes, Anna Martinez, Billy
Enriquez, Irene Paredes,
Rachel Wilks

Historic or Cultural

Maria Romero, Dr. Julian
Bridges, Dr. Joe Alcorta,
Paul Romero, Alfredo
Marquez, Emily Marquez,
Lee Fields, Joe Tolentino,
Maria Tolintino

Land Use

Tony Pallarez, Tom Aguilar,
Miguel Quinones, Beckie
Joy, Jeanne Jester

THANKS TO ALL WHO
PARTICIPATED

G-R-E-A-T Things Are Happening At Sears Park!

Have you noticed the
construction of our
restroom facilities near the
tennis court!? Soon a
gazebo will be added.

How about the repairs to
our walking track, and the
many improvements to our

Little League baseball fields?

Yes, our park is the most
utilized and the most
attractive city park in
Abilene. We should be

very proud.

THE SEARS
NEIGHBORHOOD IS
COMMITTED TO
MAKING CHANGES
THAT WILL IMPROVE
THE QUALITY OF LIFE
FOR US AND OUR
CHILDREN.

Inside this update:

Goals and Objectives 2
(English)

Goals and Objectives 3
(Spanish) + Street

Projects

Neighborhood Map 4

Special points of
interest:

e PLEASE
RETURN THE
INSERT WITH
YOUR
SUGGESTIONS,
NEEDS,AND
CONCERNS
FORTHE
NEIGHBOR-

HOOD
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Sears Neighborhood Update

Goals and Objectives

LAND USE: HISTORY &
Goal: Promote a CULTURAL:
compatible land use pattern  Goal:  Preservation of

Culture at Sears Park and

Obieceyes: the Sears Neighborhood
A. Rezone along Ambler L.
Avenue from shopping Objectives:
center to general A. Establish or develop a
commercial center or location for
B. Encourage property archiving the Sears Park
owners to build on ar?d Neighborhood
vacant lots History
C. Encourage recreational B. Ctollecmon of oral
activities and history
beautification of the
area
COMMUNITY &
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT:
Goal: Establish a basis and B+ See commercial
funding resources for revitalization to attract
business opportunity and e businesses,
growth in the Sears Park increase  employment
area. and convenience.
Objectives: C. Provide educational job
- ) placement, and job
A ::tll}!’i‘?:grt:sggtm:rh(ﬁ)lﬂi Frairir:lg for rssitdences',:
: ' including ut no
and other community limited to computer
agencies to assist in training.

promoting economic

development.

HEALTH, WELFARE
AND SAFETY

Goal:
the Sears Neighborhood
residents on resources in
regards to health and safety
issues.

Objectives:

A. To provide adequate
lighting and improve
access to Sears Park
baseball complex.

Improve and educate B. Serve the health needs

of residents, focusing on
adult, public health
nuisances and education
on resources available.

HOUSING:

Goal:
and
residents of

To provide affordable
safe housing for the
the Sears

Neighborhood.

Objectives:

A,

PUBLIC SERVICES:

To provide affordable
housing for young couples.

To provide affordable
housing for the elderly.

To upgrade
homes.

existing

Goal: To enhance the level
and quality of public service
in the Sears Neighborhood.

Objectives:
A. Improve and expand
Sears Park community

facilities.

Improve infrastructure
and physical conditions.

Improve safety
concerns of residents.

The J. H. Ball House at
2442 Old Anson Rd.
was built in 1903. Itis
Prairie style
architecture. The
estate at one time had
a 400 tree orchard &
a grape vineyard. It
has been in the Ball
family since 1920. It is
the only property in the
Sears Neighborhood
with Historic Overlay
Zoning.

D. Enhance public

transportation serving
the Sears
Neighborhood.

Enhance awareness of
community resources
available to residents.

Promote beautification
in the Sears Park area.
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USO DEL TERRENO:

Meta: Promover un
sistema conveniente del uso
del terreno.

Objectivos:

A. Hacer cambios de
dividir en zonas en la
avenida Ambler de
centro comerical divide
en zonas a comercial
general.

B. Estimular alos
propietarios a edidicar
en sus solares vacantes.

C. Estimular actividades
recreativas y
embellecer el area.

HISTORIA Y
CULTURAL:

Meta: Preservacion de la
cultura y historia en Sears
Park.

Objectivos:

A. Construir o
acondisionar un local
para archivar la historia
de Sears Park.

B. Recoger datos
histéricos oralmente.

LA COMUNIDAD Y EL
DESARROLLO
ECONOMICO

Meta: Establecer una base
y recursor monetarios para
optunidad de negocio y
crecimiento en Sears Park.

Objectivos:

A. Utilizar vecindades en
Progreso,Inc. (NIP Inc.)
y otras agencias de
comunidad para asistir
en promover el
desarrollo econémico.

B. Ver una revitalizacién
comerical para atraer

Meta y Objectivos:

SERVICIO PUBLICO A
LA COMUNIDAD:

Meta: Acrecentar el nivel y
cualidad del servicio publico
de la vecindad de Sears
Park.

Obijectivos:

A. Mejorar y entender el
edificio Sears Park de la
comunidad.

B. Mejorar la infraestura y
condicion ficica.

C. Mejorar la seguridad
que concierne a los
residentes.

D. Acrecentar la

VIVIENDAS:

Meta: Proveer viviendas
seguras y economicas as
alcance de Sears Park.

Objectivos:

A. Proveer viviendas al
alcance de parejas
jovenes.

B. Proveer viviendas al
alcance de personas
mayores.

C. Mejorar las casas que
exsisten.

Negocios nNuevos, y
aumentar empleo y
convenencia para
todos.

C. Poveer colocacién de
empleo educacional y
entrenamiento para
empleo para los
residentes encluyendo
pero no limitarse a
entrenamiento de uso
de la computadora.

transportacion publica
que sirve a la
comunidad de Sears
Park.

E. Aumentar el
conocimiento de
losrecursos que hay en
la comunidad para
residentes.

F. Promover
embelleciento en el
area de Sears Park.

SALUD,BIENESTAR Y
SEGURIDAD

Meta: Mejorar y educar a
los residentes de la
vecindad de Sears Park en
los recursos en cuanto a
salud y seguridad.

Objectivos:

A. Proveer alumbrado
adecuado y mejorar el
acceso a el area del
beisbol del Sears Park.

B. Servir en la necesidad
de salud de los
residentes,
consentrando en

adultos, recursos de
salubridad pablica y
educacién de recursos
disponibles.

Street Projects:
Do you remember
the days when
Ambler Ave. was a

dirt, low water
crossing?

A future proposed
street project is to
improve Ambler from
Mockingbird to Pine.

The Sears Park north
entry street
improvement was
approved by the City
Council earlier this year
and a constuction date
is yet to be set..

The intersection of
Ambler and Mockingbird
is currently being
improved with a
concrete surface.




Sears Neighborhood The b ]
e boundaries for the Sears
Update Neighborhood are:
North: Vogel Ave. & N. 21st St. South: N. |8th
St. East: Old Anson Rd. & Grape St. West:
Mockingbird Ln.
City of Abilene

Planning Services Division

P.O. Box 60
Abilene, TX 79604
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SEARS NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL SURVEY
SPRING 1998

Hello. My name is ' . I am helping the Sears Park .
Advisory Committee talk with residents about interests and ideas for the Sears
neighborhood. The information we gather from you and other residents of the
neighborhood will be kept confidential and will be used strictly to build a master
neighborhood plan to revitalize the Sears community. Could you give me about 10 minutes
of your time to answer some questions? '

I First, I would like to ask some questions about your neighborhood and some of the
services it receives.

1. How would you rate the following facilities or services in our neighborhood? (Circle one)

Police Protection Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Fire Response Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Trash Collection Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Parks Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Flood Control Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Street Maintenance  Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Water and Sewer Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Health Care Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Public Transportation Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Recreation Centers  Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Senior Centers Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure
Street Lights Excellent Good Fair Poor No Opinion/Not Sure

What other community or government services would you like to see in the neighborhood?
(Example: Day Care, Career Stop, etc.)

2. How would you rate the overall appearance of our neighborhood? (Circle one)
Excellent Good Fair Poor

3. How would you rate the “quality of life” for you in this neighborhood? (Circle one)
Excelient Good Fair Poor

4. How often do you interact with your neighbors? (Circle one)

Daily Occasionally Rarely Never
5. Do you attend church in this neighborhood? No Yes
Name of the Church you attend:

6. Where do you shop most for groceries? Location:
If a supermarket like HEB were built in the area, would you shop there? Yes No

Revised 2/10/98



7. Could you name someone in the neighborhood who is considered a leader?
Name:

8. Do you feel safe walking in our neighborhood in the evening? Yes No
Do you feel safe in your home? Ves No

9. Are you familiar with the Sears Advisory Board? Yes No
The members include Billy Enriquez, Joel Loya, Ovelia Campos, Beckie Joy and Melinda .
Hill ‘

10. What types of services or businesses would you like to see in our neighborhood?

11. Overall, would you say the neighborhood is better or worse off today than 5 years ago?
Better Worse No Response

II. The Sears Advisory Board is also interested in learning about residents' skills and
abilities. This information can be useful in helping people contribute to improving the
neighborhood, finding jobs, or starting businesses. When answering the following,
think about skills and interests pertaining to your family, church, community, and/or
job experiences.

12. When you think about skills, what things do you think you do best? (Some examples to
think of are computer skills, arts and crafts, mechanical repairs, childcare, caring for the
sick, cooking, construction, painting, etc...) List up to 3 below:

13. Name any skill you would like to learn.
14. Name any skill you would like to teach.

15. Do you participate in activities at Sears Park Recreation Center? Yes No
If not, are there specific activities that would motivate you to participate? Please List.

15a. Do you participate at a center other than Sears Park? Yes No
If yes, where?

Revised 2/10/98



i K
i E

III. I would like to ask you a few questions related to the health and welfare of you and
your family.

16. What is the most important concern you have about you and your family's health and well-
being?

17. Do you receive home health care? Yes No

18. Where do you go for healthcare/medical care?
Are you comfortable with the care you receive? Yes No

19. Do you participate in free health screenings offered in the community? Yes No
If yes, where?
If not, why not?

20. Is there anything in our neighborhood that you feel is a public health nuisance? Explain.

21. Are your childcare needs being met? Yes No
If not, why? Availability issues Affordability issues
Other reasons:

22. Do you have any traffic and child safety concerns in the neighborhood? Explain.

23. If available, would anyone in your household be interested in furthering their education or
job training skills. Yes No

24. Is anyone in your household in need of job placement assistance? Yes No

IV. This part of the survey deals with general demographic information for averaging and
general comparison purposes.

25. Is your age between:
0-19 20-39 40-59 60-79 80+ (Circle one)

26. How many years have you lived in this neighborhood? (Circle one)
5 orless 6to 10 11 t0 20 21 t0 30 31 or more
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27. How many people live at this residence? (Circle one)
1-2 3-4 5-6 7+

28. How many individuals under the age of 18 live here?
29. How many individuais age 62 and over live here?

30. Does anyone in the household work in the Sears area? Yes No

31. Which of the following categories best describes the occupation of the head of household at
this residence?

__a. Executive, administrative, or managerial

___b. Professional (e.g. teacher, doctor, accourntant)

—¢. Technical (e.g. plumber, or other repair services, mechanic, carpenter)
__d. Sales (e.g. retail, insurance, real estate)

—_¢. Administrative support (e.g., clerical, secretarial)

___t. Service (e.g., delivery, food server, other private services)

— 8 Industrial (e.g., factory work, manufacturing)

__h. Agriculture

___L Homemaker

__j- Unemployed

___k. Retired

___L Other

32. Have you or your family had an incident happen to you and you didn't report to the police?
If your answer was yes, why didn't you report it?

33. Do you rent, own, or are you buying your current residence? Rent  Own__Buying

34. What is your monthly rent (indicate with “R” for rent); or mortgage (indicate with”M”)
payment? Under $300 $301-%$400 $401-$500 above$500
None

35. What is your average monthly utility (water, gas, electric) payment? (Circle one)
Under $50 $51-8100 $101-$150 Above $200

36. If you are a renter would you be interested in owning this home or another in the
neighborhood? If yes, what would be an acceptable/affordable mortgage payment?
Select amount from #34,

37. Do you need or plan to make any repairs or alterations to your property? Yes No
If yes, what

38. What kind of assistance would you need to make repairs to your property?
Financial Labor Materials None
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39. What do you rely on for most of your daily transportation needs?
Personal vehicle Public transportation Walk/bicycle
Friends/relatives Other

40. Would you be willing to serve on an advisory committee for the revitalization of the
Sears Park neighborhood? Yes No

Thank you for your assistance in completing this survey. We hope that this information
can help us, help you and our neighborhood. We are going to try to make some significant
improvements to the neighborhood, although it will take tnne and the uniting of the Sears
neighborhood.

BSERVATION IST:

Gender: Male Female_

Race: White____ Black Hispanic___ _ Other
Address:
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