
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO THE ABILENE AND N01\THERN RAIL':'AY 
CO!il'ANY THE HIGHT •ro 'cONSTRUCT 11 MAINTAIN A S\VITCH 
OVE!l, ALONG AND UPON AND ACROSS LOcr;:)T ;:TflEET AND THE 
ALLEY RU!i, DiG EAST AND .r'/E1}T THEtJUGH BLOCK NO. 16 OF 
THE CITY OF 1\BTIJ£NE, A!.;D C.!\IRHYING AN i,Jr1ERGEHCY CI.t1USE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE: 

SECTION 1: That the Abilene and Northern Hail ay Company be and is hereby 
granted the perpetual right and priviledge of layine;, erecting and m~intain-. 
ing stand•:;rd ga;:~ge rail road track over, across and along the follmnng 
described streets and alleys in the City of Abilene, Taylor County,Texas, and 
the said Abilene and Northern Railway Company is hereby ar1thori zed and 
empi'wered to construct, maintain and operate a railroad track or switch over, 
upon and across the following described streets and alleys of said City-tmwit: 

Beginn·ng at a point on the East edge of Locust Strec·t}llpDosite the East 
end of the Alley runnin,r; st and \"Jest through Block No. 1,, Thence \'Jest 
across Locust Stre· t to the E st end of said alley in Blocll<i No. 16 on the 
\'l'est side of Locust Stre·t, thence vlest .. and through said alley through 
Block No. 16 to the East ed5re of Pec.an Street-:-,, 

SECTI N 2: This Franchif'e is granted by the City of Abilene, Texas to 
the AbilPne and Nortlr rn Ral.l\qay Company, sub,ject to the follo;ling conditions: 
That the tracl•:s laid on the streets and alleys above n,gmed shall conform, as 
nearly as practicable vii th the general level of said stre rts, :md shall 
be constructed under the Supervision of the Supc?rvising Engineer of the City 
of Abilene so as not to interfere with the use of said stl'e: ts or alleys,and 
should the scdd street or alleys ever be paved, ·the said railway Com;"lany is 
to pave the portion of the same under its trllcks, ;•nd tNenty-four (24) inches 
outside of each rail, uniformly with the paving .)n the str ts and the se.id 
railway company :-;hall constructe such foundation under its tracks on said 
streets, and culverts to be paved, as the City Council shall specify. lrl/here 
the tr2ck does not conform to the general h vel of the Streets, tho same shalJ 
be approved bythe supervising Znginee r of the City of Abilene, Texas. 

:~ECTION 3. The said Abilene & Northern Raih1ay Company is to hold the 
City of Abilene harmless from any damage whatsoever, that may arise by rea son 
of the construction and operation and maintainanc c of said track or switch 
over or upon or across either or :.:~11 of said str · ts or alleye, in said City, 
as Hell as from damage arising from defects in the construction of said 
tre~.clt or switch. 

SECTION 4. The Abilene and Norther Rai:llay Compeny agrees and obligates 
itself to maintain such street crossings on s.?id streets and alleys, and 
culverts under its road bed thereon, at such points and in such manner as may 
be designated and specified by the City Counci 1 of Abilene, when demanded so 
to do by said City Council. 

SECTION 5. The City of Abilene is to have tJ:;e ri f#lt to regulate and con­
trol the speed of trdns over said track or switch and is to have the right to 
prescribe such rules and regulations for the management, and construction of 
the Street crossings and culverts over and under said tracks or switches as 
the City Council may thjnk advisable such regulations tc bt? made by ordinance: 
duly enacted and said ordinance to provide for penalties for its violation. 
The said City is to ha'ie frr:e right of \~ay through and r;.nder snid tracks or 
switches for the laying of all water water-gas and sower ·,-;ipes thatmay be 
nec<'SSB t'y. 

SECTION 6. Granting this 0. dinance shall not be construed as exempting 
t~e said r<;~ilv1ay Company, its sue cessors and assic;n s, from paying to the said 
C~ty of Ab1lene, all t:~xes th:t may bo 1 vied and assessed a;ainst it, upon 
the value of tbis Franchise, and grant, as may no~1 be provided by law, attd 
or as may be hereafter provided by law. · 

SECTION :z. The snid Atilene 8,~ Northern ilway Conpany shall in no 
event, permit trains or cars to stand on the' street crossin,·:s on said 
track or switch for more than a period of five (5) minutes at any one 
time, and .5hall be :mbject to the penalties provided by law,and the general 
ordinances of the C:Lty of Abilene, with res]l!Ct to the construction of streets 
as a penaltyfor the violation of the Section of this Ordinance. 



SFCTTON 8: This franchise' and right of ·. ay is granted subject 
to all of the ordinances of the City of Abilene nCM in force, or 
that may be hereinafter enacted regulating the construction, operat­
ion and maintanance of railro'ds and locomQtives. 

SECTION 9: Whereas said line of track or switch of said railway 
Company is desired to be constructed at once, nd whereas if this 
ordinance is placed on its third reading, on three several meetings 
of this council work on said line of track or s;qitch will be 
delayed and hindered, therefore anemer.;ency exists, and an imperative 
public necessity is created requiring that the z-u.les requiring 
ordinances to be z-ead on three several meetings be suspended and 
this ordinance is placed upon its third reading and final passage, 
and shall take effect and be in force from and Elfter this elate. 

Passed 
Pa~>sed 
Passed 

on lst reading 5/10/10 
on 2nd reading fi/21+/JO 
on 3rd ~ad final reading Jlme 14, J9l0. 

AT'I'EST: E.N.K_irby, Ma.vor 
J.A.Pratt, City Secretary 

- - - - - - - - -
THE: STATE rJF TEXAS I 

I 
COUNTY OF TAYLOR I 

I 
CITY OF ABILENE I 

I, Lila Fern M;srtin, City Secretary,Ci.ty of Abilene, 
Texas do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true 
and corr•2ct copy of an ordinance as rtlcorded in Volume 2-B on 
page 170 of the Ordinance Records of the City of Abi1<ene,Texas. 

Given under my hand and seal of officE· this the lOth day of 
February,A.D, 1949. 

City Secretary,City of Abilene, 
Texa.s 


