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AN ORDINANCE PROVIDIN•J. FOR TRTI: SUB]IISSION 
TO THE (OJUIFIED VOTEHS 0:!!, THE CITY OF 
_i\.BILENE, TEXAS, CERTAIN AMENDI;IEN'rS TO THE 
CH.ARTER OF S!lTD CITY, AS SET OUT IN SAID 
ORDnBI\JCE, SAID CH/IRT~~R HA VII\fG BEEN GRA.HTED 
TO TI.:CS CITY OF ABILJ!:lifE BY THE ACTS OF THE. 
THI:JTY-SECOHD IJWISLA'.CUJ1E OF THE STAT:ti: OF 
TJ£X:\S, .aPPROVED BY THE GOVEFJ.'lOR ()N TH:i'~ 
20'rH DAY OF Iii"-r'?.CH 1911, BEING CITAP.TER NO. 45 
OF THE SPECIAL LA':m OF TEE STATE OF TEXAS 

• .. 

''" 

i\.S i\lciEFfDED; AND ALSO SLIB!flT'riNG .TO i3AID 
VOTERS T:tm r::~UESTION '.'>!HETEL&'R OR HOT 'rHE 
PUBLIC ,SCHOOLS Sl'L'<.LL BE DIVORC:8D F.HOJ!.1 
I.ID.IHCIP},L COHTROL. .? >.;:,j 

!! ' ,, 
W"hereas, petitions signed by at least ten per cent of 

the qualified voters of the City of Abilene have been sub-

mitted to the Board of .Commissioners requesting an election 

be ordered for the submission of certain amendments to the 

Charter of said City; and whereas, said Board has given twenty 

days notice of its intention to pass an ordinance calling for 

such election as is required by the provisions of .Article 1171, RCS; 

And whereas,·a petition signed by more than twenty-five 

per cent of the q_ualified voters of said city voting in the last 
whether 

election, calling for an election for determining/or not the 

public schools shall be divorced from municipal control has 

been presented to said Board as is provided in 1~ticle 2783a 

RCS, therefore; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY 'l'HE BOARD OF CQl.J:.;IISSIONERS OF THE CITY 

OF _i\.BILEHE: 

Section No. 1. 'rhat the proposed amendments to the charter 
0 -

of the city of Abilene, auiJ, the q_uestion of the divorcement 

of the Public Schools from municipal control, be submitted to 

' . the qualified voters of said City as hereinafter set out, sa:id 
' . . 

.' 

proposed amendments being as follows, towit: 

AMill\fDllfENT NO. 1: That Section 11, Article II, of the Charter 

of the City of Abilene be amended hereafter to read as follows: 

The Board of Commissioners of the City of Abilene shall 

order a general election to be held on the first Tuesday of 

April, 1947 and shall order a general election to b,e held at 
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eacn successlve lnterval of one year thereafter,,· 

"Hv!ENDMEET NO. 2: That the Charter of the City of Abilene be 

amended'py·adding thereto Section lla, to read as follows: 

At the general election held on the first Tuesaay in 

April, 1947 there shall be selected by the qualified voters 

of the City of ,~bilene a Mayor and two Commissioners who shall 

hold their offices for a period of two years, or until their 

successors shall have been elected and qualified,. and there 

shall be elected two Commissioners who shall hold their offices 

for a period of one year, OI' until their successors shall have 

been elected and qualified. The two Commissioners elected 

for two-year terms at the general election held on the first 

Tuesday of April, 1947 shall be the two candidates who receive 

the largest number of votes among the candidates for Plaqes 

Nos. 1 and 3, respectively, as such Places are defined in 

Section No. 4 of this ordinance, being an amendment to Section 12, 

Article IV of this Charter. 
'J.' he two Commissioners elected for 

one-year terms at the general election held on the first Tuesday 

in ~:Cpril, 1947 shall be the two candidates who.:-receive the 

largest number of votes among the candidates for Places No~. 

2 and 4, respectively, as such Places are defined in Section 

No. Lf of this ordinance, being an amendment to Section 12, 

Article IV, of this Charter. Thereafter on the fir·st Tuesday 

in April of even-numbered years there shall be elected by the 

qualified voters of the City of .i\.bilene two Qommissioners who 

shall be elected for Places Nos. 2 and 4, as such Places are 

defined in Section No. ~- of this ordinance, being an amendment 

to Section 12, Article IV, of this Charter, and such two 

Commissioners shall hold their offices for a period of two 

years or tUltil their successors 
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shall hav~ been elected and nualified, and on the first Tuesday in 

April 1of odd-nul6.b.ered y:ears the:r:e shall be elected a Mayor and two 
• .. • .. . . I -• ~- . - . . '- ~- _.. 

Commissioners 1and said. Commissioner!! shall be elected for places 
·-· ---.--- ------ --· -~--

1 and 3 as· such Pll'!ces ·are d~f.ined in. se.c-t.i.On--No. 4--c:t'- tM.-s-ox&-i-n8.;0:0e-, 
. ., .. -·-- ··:;r, .... - ,; -"i..- • ... ~.- , • -· ... ·--. 

heilig-al'l-ame-ndm~ section 12, Article IV, of this Charter, 
.. . .. , . . .. . A-: ..... , .. . ... .. .. .. . .· ............ . 

and such two Commissioners shall hold their offices for a neriod . ~- . --··- - -·· :.. .. - .. ;. · .... , 

of two years,_ or until their successors shall have been elected 

.and q.ualifie~. 

AMENDMENT NO. 3: That section 11, .A.rtic:Le II, of the charter of the 

City of Abilene be amended by adding thereto section llb to read as 

follows: . .. . .. .. . .. 

Each general election as Provided in this charter shall be ordered 
- -- . . . - ~ 

by the Board of Commissioners which shall give notice twenty days . 
T 0 0 , ' 0' ' ~ ' ' ' ' ' ' 0 ' ' 

before said election in a daily news~per of general circulation.in 

said City and shall de termi!le . the place i:t:J- s!iid City . for -~olding the 

same and shall canvass the returns and declare the results thereof: 
- ' . --- - -- .. 

otherwise said elections and the manner of holding sams shall be 
. - . - .. 

governed by the_laws of ~hesta't;e_,of Texas, governing l?elleral 

elections so far as the same may be applicable thereto: and in the 
- ~ - -- - . ---

event that there should be any failure on the part of the general 
.. . . -·-- . ... . - .. 

laws of this s~te to provide for ,scm~ f'eature o~ said City_ election, 

then the said Board of Commissioners shall have. the power to provide . . -. --

for such deficiency by ordinance, provided, that proclamation for 
- ---- ·- -- .. --- -· --· ··- ·-
general city elections shall be given publication. thereof, not less . ' . - . - . -. . -. -. .. . - ·- .... -. - - - . 

than three times in a daily newspaper of general circulation in said 
. --. -

city, the first pub~i(lation of which shall appear n()t less than 

thirty days prior to the date set for such city election. . . . . . 

AMENIMENT NO. 4: _Tl:J.at section 12, _Artic:Le IV, of the_ charter of 

the City of j\bilene, be amended her'eafter. to read as follows: 

The four Commissioners to be el€lcted, as provided in this Charter, 

shall be voted for and_elected separately and :ma~l be separ?tely 

designated on the off'icial ballot as "Places 1, 2, 3, and 4". places 

No. l and No. 2 shall be filled by pefsons residing south of the - . ' ~ . ' 

present main line of the Texas and pacific Railway in said City and 
- ,. • • • -·-- - -1 

< 
Places No. 3 and No. 4 shall be :filled by persons res~ding_nor~h 

of the present main line of said railway in said city. Each person 

desiring to become a candidat~ for.commissioner as aforesaid, shall 
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_designate the place number f'or which he desires to become a candidate 

'and his name SlJ.all. be printed on _tp.~ ofi'icial ballot beneath the 

number so selected, and each vote~ shall vote on only one candidate 
~ . - . ' 

under each of' such places. 

AMENJ1i!ENT NO· 5: That section 12, Article IV, of' the Charter of' 

the City of Abilene be. amended by adding thereto section 12a to 

read aa follows: I 

In the general election held on the first Tuesday in April 
. \ . . . . .. 

1948, there shall be selected by the qualified voters of the City .. - - ' - . - . . . - - ·-- .. . . ... - - ·--. -- - . -

of Abilene a commissioner f'or Place No. 2 and a commissioner for 
.. · -- . -- . ·- - ---- .... 

Place _No. 4 and each shall hold his office f'or Ia_ period of tyro years 

or until his successor shall have been elected and aualified. In - ··-· - .. '.. , .. 

the general e~~ction held on the first Tues_da~ in APril 1949 there 

shall be selec1;Eld l:>Y the aualified V?tersof the City of Abilene 

a ~ayor and '!;here s~a_1.1 also be sel?cted a commissioners for pla·ce 

No. 1 and commissioner f.or place No. 3 and each shall hold his 
J. • • • - • ·- • ' • -

office for a period of two years or until his successor shall have 
-.. . ~-- . . ' 

been elected and aualified. 

AMENJli!ENT No. 6: That section .20, Article IV, of the Charter of 
' - . -

the City of Abilene, be ams.n.d~d to hereaf:te~ rea_d as f:ollOWf!: 

All powers of the city and the determination of all matters of· 

policy shall be vested in the Board of commissioners which shall 
- . - - " ·- -· - . - ' . - ~-

have and exercise _all of the _Power~. and authori~y granted in this 

Charter: shall PEi,SS ~d adopt needful ordi.tJ.a~c es and r~ solutions 

and a~opt ~11 neces:38rJ' rules_ and regula tiona ~overning the_ di:f'ferent 

departments of the city not inconsistent with the provisions of this 

Charter and. the constitution and ¥eneral laws of this state. 

AMENJNENT NO. 7: That section 21, Ar:ticle 'IV, of _t~e Charter of 

the City of Abilene bE:j strick!jn ou~'o;r said CJ:tarter. 

AMENINENT No. 8: That section 21a, Article v, of the Charter of the ·- - . -- ... 

City of Abil~ne be stric~en out o~ sS:id_Charter. 

AMENINENT NO. 9: That section 22, Article IV of the Charter of the 
--.' ., .. 

city of Abilene be stricken out of 'said Charter. 

AMENINENT NO. 10: Th~t Sectio~ 23, as amended, .Article IV, of the 

Charter.· of the City of Abilene, be amended to hereafter read as 

follows: 

....... --;:? 
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(Each of said Commissioners .shall receive for hi's services the 

sum of five dollars for a.ach ~nd every regular meeting of said 

Board ~f Commissioners at which he shall be present: provided that 
--I ---- ------

if any Commissioner is absent from such meeting on account .of illness 
. - --' . - . -- -· . --·- . . . . - - . -

or absent from the city on b~s~ness of the city, he shall nevertheless 

receive pay for such meeting,_ pr.ovi~~~ t}lat this_ amendment shall 

not be in effect until after the first Tuesday in April 1947J. 
. . . - -- - . . - . . -- - - . - -- -- - .... ·- .. 

AMEN:r:MENT NO. 11: That Section 24, Articleiv, of ~he Charter of 

the City of Abilene, be limended h~re.aft_er to ~ead as -~o:Ll.oVis: 

. The Board of Conmissione:rs_at _their__f~1'st_regular mee~ing after 

their oualifioation or as soon thereafter as may be _praoticaple, . --· ."• -- . . . - - -- .. -- - - -- . -. . - - - .. . . -- - -. . . . . .. ·. .. - . -

shall, by a majority vote, designate from among their number one 
• Y••'••' ''·•,·•••••• .• ,, .. '•'0 ''• ,,,,0,., ~ 

Commissioner as ~al_c>r llro_-:-~empore, wi;t? shall hold his offioe for 

a period of one year or until his successor is electe-d and aualified, 
. . - -. .. . - . - '' - .. - . - . . 

whose __ duty it shall be in the absenoe of the MB.yor_of_ the said City 
' 

to perform and exeoute all of the duties of the mayor. ) 
' . .. - ~ -- -- . 

AMENINENT NO. 12:' That section 2~~ Ar-ti_cle IV, of the Charter- of 

the City of Abilene, be am:lnded hereatter to read as follows: 
; 

1 The said board_shall hav~_one_. regular meeting in each week and 

it shall be the duty of_ s~id_board by resolution to set the day and 

the hour of such meeti!lgs, __ a.tld it_sh::'ll. ha-ye .the _authority_to 

change such day and hour from time to time, and shall make, establish - . .. . .. --- .. - -- ' .. -. '"'- . - - . - - -

and enforce suohrules for the gove1'll!llent_and_transac1;ion of_b~siness 

thereat as they shall deem fit and proper, excrp:pt where otherwise 

restrioted in this Charter .• 

AMENLMENT NO. 13: That section 27, Arti_cle .IV, of the charter of 

the City of Al:Jilene, be amended ·hereafter ·to read as follows: 

The Mayor shall be the -presiding officer of the Board of "' .. -

Commissioners and shall be deemed a member of said board and shall 
-. - - -- .. . - ' - . -- . 

in all matters and questions_coming_?efore same be entitled to a 

vote but lle shall have no veto power. He shall ha -ye the power to 

administer oaths in all matters pertaining to municipal affairs of 
•,-. . . ' . - . ---

said oi ty, and shall execute all contracts entered into by the city. 
- ··-· 

He shall be recognized as the off ici':l he~d of the city by. the courts 

for the purpose of_ enforcing _mi~i tar y law, and for all_ ceremonial 

purposes._ In times of danger or emergency or d:i:Jsaster, the Mayor 
'-···· 

d 
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may, with the consent of the Board of Commissioners, take collllllfilnd 

' ~ - ... --~-- .. - . ---- -· ··--- __ .,, ___ _ 

of the :police and govern· the. city by :proc!l.amation and maintain 

order and enforce all laws. He shall have power to· administer 

oaths in all matters -rertainin~. to m~iciPE(l a:rfairs of said city. 

The mayor. sha,ll. after_ t~e _fi~s~ Tue sda! i!l_ -~ pr~:L 19~7, receive 

as remuneration for his se_rvi(}~ s five dolla;r~ for each and __ every 

regular. meeting of the Board of Commissioners at which he may be 

present. 

AMENDMENT NO. 14: That section 28, Article IV, of the charter of 

the City of Abilelle ~--be amended hereafter to read as fol:LOWS: 

Extraordinary meetings of sa~d Board of Commissioners may be 
·- - --. - -. . . . - . - ··- -. -- ... - '· . ·-. . ~ 

called by the Mayor or any mem:tJe:: ?f the b?ar(l a_t e:~Y _time upon 

at least twelve hours written notice to each member, served 

persoilall~ ?r le!t at th~ :U~~a:L ))lace of business or residence of 

such member, or ~11c~ meetin~f! Jl1aY pe h~:Ld at an_y t~me without 

written notice, provided that all members are pre sent and Provided . 
- . . --- . -- . -- . . -- - .. - ,_ 

that sa~d boar(i _shall n()t be confined to the considerat1on of Dll3.tters 

named in ·said call and all matters and questions acted upon at such 

meetings and all ordinances and resolutions nassed or other· business 
··-: 

transac.ted thereat shall be as· effective as ~f- (iol1e _and __ P~::f()rmed at 

a regular meeting except the passage of ordinances carrying a - -
. " . . " . - . -· . -- -- . . - ~ ·-- .- - -· - -- . __ , . - - ·- .. ' - .. 

franchise or public right, which shall be passed only at a regular 

meeting. 

AMENIMENT NO. 15: _That Section 31, Article IV, of the charter of 
. .. . . . . -

the City of Abilene be amended hereai'ter to read as fol,lows: 

The affirmative vote of a majority shall be necessary to adopt 

any ordinance or resolutiol1 except where herein otherwise provided. 

All meetings of the Board shall be public, except whe:e otherwise 

directed by the board and complete minutes of its -Proceed~n~s, 

whether regular or special, public or. closed, shall b.e kept, to 
-- ·--. -- -~ . -------- - -- ·-·- -~ 

which any citizen may have access at all reasonable times .aM ~ 
frw....~, ~>~c::.;,···•··- ·ro ·i:JUU!! "'-'L.·-.· =·~··c..· "tJ--~ ~·<-.;...l~-~.< ~- --
wl=ll'nJ,. f~J::ll be 'te:ke_n _on the uayes•• __ and "nays" and_entered upon the 

minutes, shall be recorded tn a bbok kept for that :purposes and 
- . . -. . . -- -. . . . - - -- . - " . - - . -

shall be authen~~-oated b~ the signature of ~he Jlresi~~g officer 

and the person performing the duties of City secretary • 

..,!h 
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AMENDMENT NO. 16: That Section 32, Article IV, of the Charter of 
the C~ty of Abilene be amended hereafter to read as follows: 

(Every ordinance shall be introduced in writing in· the form in 
which it is intended to be finally passed, and after passage 6n 
first reading there shall be published a notice in a daily newspaper 
of general circulation in the City of Abilene of the time and place 
when and where it will be given a public hearing and considered for 
final pas sage• excep.t-.:thatr-licr-sn:cl:rnut'imr"or:lJU'briG----hea.r-i..ag-·'811ai:i"'·be 
req,ui~E*l!-a:s-t'O-o:t"cH:nan-e-es-··pass·ed-·UIId:e:r"su.spension--ot'·--t·h~ht'U:l:es~as · 
pr.e-~id-ed-1:n·-S~1i±on~~)~'O:fl-1;be-·{}i<~·-Gfia,ptel'. The First such publication 
shall be at least one week prior to the time advertised, except 
where here,in otherwise provided. When it is deemed necessary to 

pass an ordinance to meet an emergency this rule may be suspended 

by vote of any four members of the Board of Commissioners and such 

ordinance read twice and passed at one and the same meeting. 

AMENDMENT NO. 17: That Section 32, Article IV, of the Charter of 

the City of Abilene be amended by adding thereto Section 32a, here-

af~er to read as follows: 

At the time and place so advertised, or at any time and place 

to which such hearing shall from time to time be· adjourned, such 

ordinance shall be read in full and, after such reading, all persons 

shall be given opportunity to be heard. 

AMEND~mNT NO. 18: That Section 32, Article IV of the Charter of 

the City of Abilene be amended by adding thereto Section 32b 

hereafter to read as follows:· 

After such hearing the Board of Commissioners may finally pass 

such ordinance withuor without amendment, except that if it shall 

make an amendment, it shall not finally pass the ordinance until 

it shall have caused to be published in a daily newspaper of general 

circulation in the City of Abilene a notice of the time and place 

when and where such amended ordinance will be further considered, 

which publication shall be at least three days prior to the time 

stated, provided that this shall not apply to ordinances passed 

under suspension of the rules as provided in this Section. At the 

time advertised or at any time to which such meeting shall be ad

journed, the amended ordinance shall be read in full and a public 

hearing thereon shall be held and after such hearing the Board of 

Commissioners may finally pass such amended ordinance or again 
I 

amend it subject to the same conditions. The second passage of 

any ordinance pursuant to this charter shall be final and no further 
. \ 

passage shall be re~u~red. 
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AMENLMENT NO. 19: That section 35, Article Iv, of the Charter of ·--· .. -----. . ~ -----·---~---· --------·- -·-···- ---- ---- ·-·-~ .. '""" ---. ---

the City of Abilene, b~,_ amende.d hereafter to read as follows: 

All ordinances passed by said board shall within taree days .. , ..•.... -· --·-~- ... - ·-- --.- -·-· ·-·· 

after fiJ?-al_ :passage ther,eof , __ or as soon thereafter as :oracticable 

be· correctly recorded and enrolled by th~ _Citysec:r~tary iiJ. a 

book kept __ for, that p~rl)ose and he_ shall certif.Y at .the_ c<;>nclusion 

of each ordinance recorded the date of its final passage, the 
.. - - --- -

names of the member,~ of ~he Board of gommissi()n~r:'l_voting for and 

against the same! and _th~ _date on Whioh it \fiBS .S~gll:~d by the mayor~ 

and said ordinance when certified as above or a _certified copy 

thereof, or said book shall be received in evidence in all courts of 

this state without further proqf, proyided that if the city shall 

have said ordinance printed and certified in the book or in pamphlet 
-·-- . 

form such certificate may be omitted, and when so printed and published 

and bearing on the title _pag~ the iiJ.SCription 'IJ?ublished bY._A]ltJ:tority 

of the City of Abilene" the same shall be received in all courts 

in like manner as the ordinance book referred to. 
-··- . -- -- . ··-. . . 

' AMENIMENT NO~ 20: That. section :38, Article /tv, of the Charter 

of the City o~ Abilene s}la~l be amended h~reafter to __ read as follows: 

Th~ fisca~ year_ ()f tlJ.~ City of Abil~ne Sl:l!i~l 

12:01 ':-.m. of the_ f.iz:~t day IJf May of each year. 

conmence at . 

At least' q,,days. 

prior to the __ begillning of _each fiscal . year, _the. City_ Manager_ shall 

submit to the Board of @ommissioners a budget for the next fiscal 
. -·· --·· --- -. -· .. --·---- ---

year and an explanatory budget message. An ordinance shall be - - .. 

adopted by the Board of Commissioners stipulating the contents and 
. ·--· ---·-- --- ---·--- .. -·· --. ~--

-~ 

form of the budget, and may be amended from time to time as the 
. ' ... . . . . . --.. . -. 

board may .consider such ameD:dment neces~ary._ For such purpose, at 

such date as he shall determine the City,Manager, or the City 

Treasurer at'his direction, shall obtain from the head of each board, 

·(lffi~e,_ a,e-p~r~~nt 9r _agenc_:>'! estim9:te~ ()~ ~eve~ue and expe~d_iture 

of that board_,_ (lffice, d~~l'~me!lt or a~en~!.•. ~etailedby organization 

units and chaJ.'aoter and () bj eo t o~. expenditure , . and such oth~r 

supporting data as he may reaue~~· __ In J?rel)8ring the budge!~· the 

City Manager shall review th~ esti~a~es, shal~ hold ~earings thereon 

and may revise the estimate as he may deem advisable. 

·-·-~-· 
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.AMi!:NIJMii;l~T NO. 21: That section 36,Article IV, of the Charter of' 
. ~· ···- ... · . ~-·· ----·----··- _.... •····- -····· ~- ·-~-

the City of' Abilene • be anended by adding thereto section· 38a 

hereatter to read as follows: 

It is specifically pt'ovided that the gity Manager shall, attar 
- - ' . ·-

preparing the annual "j)udget of' the C~ty of' Abilene, submit that 

"Portion containing anticipated revenue to and expenditure fu by - - ' - -- .. -. 

the Park and Public Recreation del)artment to the Park and Pllblic 
. . , ,. . . .. . .. . -- I - . " . , ·'· • . • -· .• . 

Recreation Board b€jfl)re subllli.t~ing tb.e_ entire budget to tb.e 

Board of Co~ssioners and that the park and Public Recreation 

Board sh~l have the_rigb.t to insert new items or mayinoreas.e 

or decrease any item, in that portion of the budget constituting 
. . - - ... 

anticipated revenue to anti. expenuiture by that department before 
.. - - . "- . - - ·- .. - . . - ~- - ' 

adopting that portion of the provosea. b1ldget • 

.AMiliN:oMil:NT No. 22: That_ sect~on 3E)! Arti(l~e IV, of the Charter of 

~e City .of_Abilene. be ~nded by adding thereto Section 38b . 
. t·o read as f'el!ows: 

-- j. -- .... . ... " - ... 

(At the meeting of' the Board of Commissioners at which the 

bud~e~ filld ~ud~a~ ~~~-~!i~€1. ~€1 su~~t€j~~ -~ B?~~ of C~~-
mi:sion~rs shall_ determine the.l>lace, and ti.Jne. of the public hear

ing on t.he j;)u~get_~ and sl:l.~ll.. ()a\lse 1io be P~~Jlished in a daily 

newsvaper of general circulation in the City ot Abilene an o'liice .... -·.-- ... ~ .. ------.!... .. , .. _. ____ ~- ·-·····-- ., ... _,_ .. 

ot 'l;he Place and time at which 1ihe ~oard of Commissioners will 

hold a vublic hear in~ • 

. AMEN~NT N0.2;): Tha'li sec:t;ion 38~Article J:V. of the Charter ~f 

1;he City of Abilene, be ·amended by adding thereto section 3~, to 
. . 

read as follows: 

A'li 1ihe time and Place so actvertiseli, or at any time and place 

to which such public heariug shall from time to tirae be adjourned 

the Board of Commissioners shall hol~ a_ public hearing on 1ihe 

budge'li as submi.'lited by the Oitf'_!i.a!la(:Se;:, at Which all interested 

persons shall be gi ~n an OPP()rt1lnity to b3 heard for or against 

the es'l;imates or any item thert:~of. 

AMlENil/JENT.N0.24:'That __ ~ection 38,~l;icle IV, l)f_the Charter of 1ih 

the Ci'liy of_Abilene,. be amended by adding 1ihereto.seo1iion 38d~ 

to read as follows: ..... ·.. .. -

Aftel' von.o3:-uaion of such publ:ic hear~g the Board ·of Coiillllission 

era may insert new items or may increase or deo.raase the items - -· ·- __ ... 

ot the budget. Before inser'liing any addi'liional item or increas-
-- > •• - -- • - - •• - • • • • .. 

i~ any i'liem of appropriation. the Board of Commissioners must 

oauae to be "Published in a daily _zee_wspaver of general oircula'liion 
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.._ \ i . . ........., 

in the City of Abilene a notice set~in~forth the nature- of- the-' 

proposed i~creases an~_fixing a place and time not more than fiVe days 

after such :publication, at .. which the Board of Commis'sioners will hold 

a public hearing thereon,:. • 

AMENDMENT NO· 25: That taction 38, Article IV. of the Charter of the . -. .. - ... - . . . . 

City of Abilene, be amended by adding thereto Section 38e, to read 

as follows: 

After such further nublic hElaring the Board of Commissioners may 
. . 

insert the additional item or items a.nd rw.ke the increase or increases, 

to the amount in each case indicated by the public notice or to a 

lesser amount, but where it shall increase the total proposed ex-- . . . . . . . . . - ' .. 

:penditures, it shall alsp inc~~ase the total an~icinated revenue to 

·at least eaual such total Proposed expenditures • . ~ --

AMENDMENT NO· 2.5: That Section 39, Article IV. of the Charter of the 

City of Abilene. be amended hereafter to re.~d as follows: 

The budget shall be adopted by ordinance duly passed by the 

favorable votes of at least a majority of all the members of the 

Board of Conmissioners not later than t.b.e twenty-seventh day of the 

last month of the fiscal year. provided that it shall not. be reauired 

that such budget ordinance be published. 
- - - - -

AMENIMENT NO. 27: That section 39, Article IV, of the Charter of the 

City of Abilene, be amended by adding thereto section 39a to read 

as follows: 

Upon final ~do:ption by th~ Bof'ird. _()f Commissioners the budget 

shall be in effect for the b_udget year. A copy of the budget, as 

finally adopted, shall be certified by the _M!l.ror and the City Secretary 

and filed in the office of the City Treasurel'. The. budget so certified 

shall be printed, mimeographed or otherwise reproduced and sufficient . . - . . . -- - . 
copies shall be made available for the use of all offices, departments, 

--- -

~gencies and_ board and for the_ us~. of interest~d persons. 

AMENDMENT NO. 28: That section 39, Article IV,_ of the Charter of the 

City of Abilene, be amended by adding thereto·Section 39b, to read 

as follows: 

After adoption of the ordinance the Board of Commissioners shall 

appropriate money to purposes other than those provided in 

the budget and in sums larger than those appropriated in the 

budget for each purpose only in cases of emergency, except that 
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. suoh ordirla.nce shall be adopted by the fa vorllble votes of not 

lass than four of the .l$3mbers of the Board of Commissioners. 

.AMI>lil~NT NO• 29: That section 59, Article R Wv of the Charter o 
~- ~ . . 

of the City of Abilene, be amended by adding thereto .. - . 

Section S9c, to read as follows: 

From the effective date of the budset~ the several amounts 

stated therein as proposed exnenditures, shAll be and become . . - . -

appropriated_ to the sever~. o~jeots ~d-~po~es t~erein ~~med. 

AMENWENT NOe30: That Seoti.on 40, Article_ IV, of the Charter 

of the City of Abilene be amended heNat~er .. to read CIS follows: 

The Board of Commissioners shall ha-ve control of the finAnces 
-- . - . - . --. --

of the city,except as otherwi~ in this_ChArt~r nrovided for 

the public schools of the city and for tne park and Public 
·- -· 

Recr0ation department. 

AMENilri1~NT N0~ 51: '!'hilt section 40, Article U, of the Charter of 
- . -· 

' the City of J.bilene, be cuu:;nded by adding thereto ~ection 40a, to 

read as follows·! 

The Board of Oommissioner~-~~all nrovide for payment of the 

debts and expenses of_ said city, provided that no debt shall ever 

be created by said city unless at 'tile eame time provisions be 

made to asses~ _and collect a.iJJlua:t:lY a stJ.ff'icien~ swn to DAY the 

interest and create a sinking fund of at least tl-vo percent per 
-~-- ~ -··- ,- ---

annum thereon to provide by ordinance for payment of any exist-
-· ·- . - - . ----· . - .. . - - -· - . 

ing and outstanding bonded indebtedness, fll!-bject to the ter.ms 

thereof. and provide fot• the payment of. any b_onds that .may :from 

time .t~ ti.DJa _be_ issued,. and shAll for such purpoaefl have the N!f'8 

power ~o l~vy and oolleot a_~~c~al tax for payment thereof. 

The Board. of Commissioners ...._shall alSo have the nower to 
. -· .. . . . " . c . .. -- ' . : ~ ·1 . . . -. . . .. . -. . . 

fund or refund by crdin~ce the -~holE! o~ aJ:lY part of the bond-

ed debts of said city by acQuiring and cancelling the evi~ence 
. . . 

of same, and to issue bonds in lieu thereof without submitting 

thE! ~ame to a vote as p~ovided_:t'or_ ~OJ?-d election, bearing interest 

not to exceed five per o~nt_ ~e~ annum, .aJ:ld to this end_ may p~y 

and retire any bonds by using the sinking fund thereof • . ' ·-··. . -

aM~NDMENT No.52: That Article IV of the Charter of the City of 

Abilene be amended by adding thereto section 41a, to read as 

follows: 

Before any land owned by the City of Abilene may be sold the 
~ 
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Board of Comnissioners shal~ cause to be _published in a daily 

newsllllper ()_f general oiro'IL!-aticnl .in _the (Jity ()f Abilene a 

notioe ot the tim.e and -place at __ wlll:~h_a _"Public he~ing ~ill __ ~ 

he~d at which all interested persons shall be given an op:port-
- . '- . ·- ~ .. _. .. -- . - ·-.- -- . -- - - " - - . . ·- .• 

unity to be heard in support o:f' or in oPposition to suoh 
---·· ~------·-·-•'-''" ···- ---~- ··--··- ---- --·-

proposed sale t such notice to be _published no·t le sa than ten 
- .• ~- - . .. ---.- .. - . - . ~ -- -~- ~- . .. -'- ·- .. - . . - - ...... - . 

days before :the· tilll.EI_ ~d Pl~ce of such J)Ubl:t_c _ h_"ar ing. 

AMENUomNT N0.53: That Article IV of the Chartar of the City 
-- . -- .... - . ·-· .. -·'- -----·-"' .,, -- ._,_, .. . .. - ·: -· 

ot Abilene be a.nranded by adding, thereto Section 4lb, to re§d 

as foll9ws: 

Before any contract is execu~d fo~ the leasing of any land 

owned by the city of Abilene, the Board- of ·c()lllillissioners shall 
- - -· ·----- --· .- --------- .. 

receive seal.jt)ed bids for lease thereof and. such seale.d bids 
- .. - .. ~- . --' 

shall be ouened at a mee_:tin!l: of. SAid Bollrd at a time and place 

wh~_ch shall b9 _made kn'?~n 13.t least 14 _days pri()r_ to opening of 

such bids by PUblication of a notice in a daily newspaper of ·-- ·- ___ ... ----- ·- ". ---- .. ---· --~. 

generAl circulation in the City of Abilene, and each Piece o:f' 
-- - , ... - - --- --·- ··--·--

J.-~1l~ .. sh:all_ ~EI le/l_~d. ~o~_the l)i~der p:ese~tiil/5 ~he highest 

eM&:B bid for lease of each such niece of iand~ pro,Tided this ·provision 
st:r:H;·p.ot apply to the easing o!. lots on the shore of Lake Fort Phantom 

AMENDME:NT N0.34: 'rh~t s cti_on -~2·Ar.~icl:~ _v., o~ 1;he ~hfll:'ter of 

the. City of Abilene, be amended hereafter to .read as fo:l;l.ows: 
. ~-- . - -· --~~ -- ~ ···-----~-· ---." -·········-----· 

T~e:r~ al'e _ ~er~p~ cre!3_ted 'tlY_ this ()h~>rte';', _t~~. followint;l; 

appoint~ve offices of th~_9ity of_A:tJi.le~e,Texa~,t?-wit: a Oity 

Managery_A ChiEj~ 

Engm.eer, a ~City 

of Police, a CoruoratioTJ. Counsel, a City fiie c.:..:-ef:e.:. r-y··- ., · ··· · ·· · - · · · , ··· · · · 
lll:Pee I!IM'-er, !mrl ,ASs_e sso:r. And Collector _()f T?:xe s, 

a Oity_Hea~_t.ll. O:fficer, a_ City Treasurer, a Jn~ge o~ the __ corn-:

oration Court, a Ohief o_f_ the F!l'_El De!Jal'tment,a Fire Ma,rshal, 

and such other offi?es 8lld_ ()f~ice:L's as the Bof'lrd ()f_Commiss_ioil.-

ers may from tillf3 to tim:l es~aplmsh with the right and power to 

select the incumbent thereof, and to prescribe the duties and 

powers of same. It is especially provided that the officers made 
• -- • • -- • " • - ~ y- • -- - • -- • ,,, 

appointi VEI_ll_ereby ,exce~t .the Judge of tlJ.e. corooratio~ cour:t an(i 

the corooration Counsel, shall hold their offices at the will and 
.. , .. ------- -- ·------ -----··--· 

pleasure of the Board of commissioners, provided that no officer 
" - . - - -- ·- - - . - ... -- -. -

' shall be removed from offi?e wi tb.out _due mtic_~ to and __ a .lJ.earing 

as lllllla hereafter ~o;ri(le~. BY the word .offiC?er is meant_ one 

filling an office as cr~ated by ~his (3harter, o~ by ordin!lnce du~ 

passed, as contradistinguished from an employee. The salaries 
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of all ~ppointive officers herein authorized and all those:that may 

be authorized shall be fixed b-Y the Board of Conimissioners, except 

where specifically fixed by this Char~r. 
- -

AMENDMENT NO· 35: That Section 42, Article V, of the Charter of the 

City of Abilene, be amended by adqing thereto section 42a, to read 

as follows: 

The Board of Commissioners. shall, within 90 days after the adoption 

of this section of this charter, appoint _a City Manager who shall be 
- .. . . 

the chief_ administrator of the __ c_ity•s business, and shall serve at 

the will and pleasure of the Board of Commissioners which Board shall 
- ·- . - . 

be responsible for __ ~he efficient admi!listra-tion of the city•s affairs 

py the City Manager. The City Manager shall be chosen solely upon 

the basis of his ·executive-and administrative aualifications with 
. - ' 

special reference to his experience as a City Manage·r. . -

AMENDMENT NO· 3~: That Section 43, Article v, of the Charter of the 

City of Abilene, be amendedhereafter ~o read as :follows: 

_ (The _City Mfinager shall , at __ the second_ regular mea ting in April of 

each year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, and as often there-

after as may be necessary, recommend to the Board of Commissioners 

persons for appointment to the offices created or authorized to be . ~- . --

created by t~rms_of section 40, Artic:le IYof this charter, exc_E;pt 

that _the City Manager shal~ not re_c?mmend appointment of the person 

to fill the offices of City Manager, Chief of ~olice, corporation 

· counsel and the Judge of the Corporation Court, which shall be filled 

by app()intmEjn~ by majority vote of 1;he me~b_<:rs of the Board of 

Commissioners. If the Board of Commissio~ers shal~ elect to approve 

such appointees as recommended by t:h.e CityManager, it shall do so 

by majority vote· of its members entered upon the minutes for each 

officer so appointed. I:U any case where a recommendation of a person 

as appointee to any such a pointive office is not approved by the 

Board of Commissioners the City Manager shall ~ke additional re

commendation.· or recommendations until such office is filled. With 

the advice of the City Manager, the Board of Commissioners ~Y adopt as 

an ordinance the qualifications that must be met by each person before 

he may become eligible for appointment to any appointive office by 

recommendation of the City Manager which may include the 
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subject matter matter~?f_e~aminations to be given applicants 

for such recommendations.except where such Qu~lifications are 

snecifically Prescribed by terms of this Charter~. 

AMENDMEN!llON0.37: '!hat section 43, .Article v. of the Charter of t 
. . •- ·-·- • -• . . . . • I ~ • 

the City of AMlene be amended by adding thereto section 43~ 

to read as follows: 

The City Manager shall be responsible for the administration . . 

of'_ the business· 1:1ffairs of the Police dePI:'r?nent! but he shall 

have no authority. to enforce the 1aws of the City or the penal 

laws of, the State, such authority being vested Wholly in the 
--. ---- . 

Board of Commissioners acting through the Chief of Police. . . -- ., . - . . . -- - - . . ---

AMENIW:NT NQ .• 38: That Section 43, Article V, of the Charter of' 
.. 

the City of Abilene be amended by adding thereto section 4316 

to read as follows: 

The qt~y Manager shall have ~he fi\lthority him,s~lf, o~ tbrougll 

the heads of the Vl'lrious departments of the city, to hire all 

employees of the ~i tY. !as _con ~adis tinguished from appointive 

officers, except •• HI employees of the Park· and public 

Recreation deuartme_!lt, _ th~ A~ ilene In deDende!l~ School district 

and the Police department, and the salAries 1111 or wages of all - . . . . - -- --- .. -... 
such employees shall be fixed by_ the Board o~ Commission~I's_ • 

.AMENIMENT N0.39: That Section 47, Article VI, of the Charter 
--· .. 

of the City ?f Abilene, be _stric~.ii. out· of t~is charter." _ . 

AMENDMENT NO. 40 i That section 52, Article VI_, of the Ghar.ter 

of the_ City of Abilef!-e be _lill2nded 'bY striking. o?-t the 'words 

"not exceeding twelve hundred dollars per annum."-

AMENDMENT N0.41: That section 56, Article VII, of the Charter 

of the City of Abilene, be amended hereafter to read 

as follows : 

1 The City of Abilene shall be and constitute an Independent . . --

School District to 9e known as the Abilene ~ndenendei1 t _S_ohool 

DiStrict~. Said .I!ldenende!lt ~~hool District shall be -~overned 

by the same rules and reg~atio~~ as now_?~ovided_for 

Indenendent school District under the- general law, excePi; 
. . - .. 

. . 

where herein otherwise provided. The Board of Commissioners . . . . ' . -

when ordering a general election to be hal~ _on the first -~es

day in Anril 1947 shall order an election for the selection of 
.• • . - -- .. . ,_. ' - .• , . I. 

seven member_s of the Board of Trustees,. tbree of whom shall be 
-] 3-
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elected for a period of one year, two of whom shall be elected for 
a period of two years, and two of ~om shall be elected for a period 
of three years, or until their successors shall have been elected and 
qualified, and at each successive interval of one year thereafter 
when a general election is called by the Board of Commissioners there 
shall be called an election to select members of the Board of Trustees 
to succeed those trustees whose terms of office expire at each 
successive interval of one year, and trustees elected at each such 
successive interval of one year shall serve for a period of three 
years or until their successors shall have been elected and qualified. 
Said board of trustees created by this Charter shall succeed to and 
be vested with all powers, duties and obligations and rights now 
provided by general law or that hereafter may be provided. It is 

especially provided by terms of this Charter that the Treasurer of 

the City of Abilene shall be ex-officio treasurer of said Board, 

and that title to all real property, school buildings, fixtures, 

furniture, etc., shall be veste~ in the City of Abilene instead of 

the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall have the 

exclusive management and control of all the schools and of said 

city, except that the exclusive authority to contract for, purchase, 

lease, erect and construct all needed school buildings, and to 

acquire all sites, and the power and authority to issue bonds of 

said city in payment thereof shall be vested in the Board of 

Commissioners. 

AMENDI~T NO. 42: That Subdivision cc, .Section 59,. Article VIII of 

the Charter of the City of Abilene be amended by striking out the 

words "of not to exceed six hundred dollars per annum." 

AMENDMENT NO. 43: That Subdivision F, Section 59, Article VIII, 

of the Charter of the City of Abilene, be amended by adding thereto 

Subdivision F-16, to read as follows: 

All land now used or designated for use as a Public park or 

public recreation area regardl:~ss of how it may have been acquired 

by the city shall never be removed from the Park and Public Recreation 

system nor shall it ever be designated or used for any other purpose 

except by consent of two-thirds of the members of the Park and public 

Recreation Board and also by consent of two-thirds of the members of 

the Board of Commissioners, or by two-thirds of the voters casting 

ballots in an election called by the Board of Commissioners •; 

ARTICLE NO. 44: That Subdivision F-8, of Subdivision F of 

Section 59, Article VIII, of the Charter of the City of Abilene be 

amended hereafter to read as follows: 
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r -The City Treasurer...,shall prescribe f.or the,use~of' said ·Board 

all forms fork~eping. of its account_s ai1d. you~hers ne:e~ss,ary to 

be used in the conduct of its business which said forms and 

methods of accounting shall be emnloyed by said Board in con

ducting the business of said department, so as to conform as 
... -. ·-

nearly as ppssible to the method of account:igg instituted and 
-· . .. - . . . . " 

enforced in the office of the City Treasurer.) 

AMEN~~NT N0.45:, That Subdivision F-15 o~ Subdivision F 

of Section 59 ,Article VIII of the Charter of the City of . - . ·- . . .. 

Abilene ;be amended to Zte hereafter to read as follows: 
- . - . . -

/ 

The· City Manager sha.ll perform the same functions under 

direction of the Park and Public Recreation Board. in the 
I . . . . . . . .. 

/ administration of the business of t.te Park and RecreFttion 

the 

department as he is authorized to perform in the alll.ministration 

of the business of other departments of the city,provided that - . ,_ . . . 

his actions under direction of said board shall not conflict 

with the powers and authority vested in said board. by this 

.Charter. 

~NIDMNNT NO 46: That section 90, Article XI, of the Charter of . . . . 

the City of Abilene, ne amended hereafter to read as follOWs: 

There shall be a Chief of Police of the City of Abilene who s.Bs , 
. . 

shall be appointed by the Board of commissioners at its first 

regular meeting after the first Tuesday in April 1947, or as 

soon thereafter as pr~cticable, and who s!Jall be appointed at eac 

successive interval of one year thereafter, and shall be 

responsible to the Boardof Commissioners for the efficient 

enforcement of all of the lAWS of the city !'lnd the penal laws of 

this state and for the .c()n~l'ol of the employes of the ·Pol ice 

department and the deJ)ortment of such emp~oyees •. The chief of 

Poli·ce shall be appointed upon the basis of his training and 
I.. . .-· - - -

experience ln all phases of 1aw enforcement work. He may or 

may not b-e a resident_of the City of Abilene when appointed but 
-· - -· 

he shAll establish his domicile in the city as soon as there-

after as practicable. He shall receive such salary as may be 

prescribed by the Board·O~ Commis~ioners_and shall execute a 

bond to said city in the sum of two thousand dollars, with 

one ol' more __ good securities, to be approved by.the Board. of 

6ommissioners conditioned upon his faithful performance of 
-· --

his duties •. The Chief of Police shall have ·the authority when he 
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deems it necessary~ in order to enforce the laws of the city. 

or to avert danger, or to protect life and property, in case 

of riot or any outbreak or calamity or public disturbance, 

or when he has any reason to fear any serious violation of the law 

and order or any other danger to said city, or the inhabitants there-

of, t.o summons into service, as special po~ic~ force, all or as many 

citizens as in his discret~oi1"may be nece~sary"and proper which said 

summons may be in written commission or by personal notification 

and such _special police while in service shall be subject to the order 

of the Chief of Police, and shall perform such duties as he may - -- ~ --

require, and they shall have _t.J:Le_ sai!le __ :power. "l'fh~le on duty as regular 
. 

poliee~n of said city; and-any person so summoned and failing to · 
. . - -

obey, or appearing and failing to perform any duty that may be re-
~ '-: - - - -- ' -- -. - - - -· . . - - . - - . -- - . . ... -

qu:ired by this 9harter shall be fin~d. in any sum not exceeding two 

hundred dollars. The Chief of Police~"or ~!l:Y Police of said city 

shall haye_the authority in case of any riot, or any unlawful 

assemblage, with a view to preserve or~~r of said city, to order and 

summarily close temporarily any theater, grogshop, barroom, saloon, 

or any other place or resort or public room or building in which such 
- - . . ' 

riot or unlawful assemblage occurs. The Chief of Police shall in 

person or by deputy attend upon corporation court when the same is 

in session arid shall promptly and faithfully execute all writs and 
- ·-· 

processesissued by the said court. In addition to the Powers and 

duties Provided by this ChArter, he shan have an of the Powers and 

duties conferred by general law on city marshal~. The Board of 
- -. - --

conimissi()ners may_ adopt as a!!- ,ordinance the qualifications that must 

be met by each person before. _he is employed in the police Department

which m01:>' include the sllbject }Uatter of examinations to be given 

applicants to qualify ()r disqualj.f'y them for such employment. 

AMENDMENT No. 47: That section 136 (~s amended), Article XIII, 

of the charter,of the City of Abilene, be amended hereafter to read 

as follows: 

The Board of commissioners of the city of Abilene shall have 

the P()1'19r, _and t~e same is herebJ' <:\uth()r~zed,_ to annually levy and 

collect for genera~ and all municipa~ purposes and for the purpose 

of paying the interest and creating a sinking fund for all outstand-- -- -... - - -

ing and. future bondecCiridebtedness _of the city of-Abilene an 
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ad valorem tax on all .the_ ]:Jroperty within the terri toraH limits 

of the said city not axeApt from taxation und;;r the laws and . . - .-

constitution of the state of Texas not to·exceed the sum of two . . ... 

and 50/100_( $2.50)_ dollar~. orithe one hundred dollars assessed 

valuation of said property, exclusive of school taxes •. The Board 
. -·-· __ ,. ·~·· · ..... --~-· . 

of .Commissioners is here~y authorized annually to levy and collect 

for the .. SUPP()rt. arui maintanance of t~e :pu~lic fl'ee schools within 

said city,_an.d for_ the purpose _of paying the interest and creating 

the sinking fund on bonds for scl:).ool buildings and sites _that may 

hereafter be issued such taxes as it i·s now authorized by this 

charter. or that may hereafter be authorized to levy by a vote of 

a majority of the property tax-paying voters casting ballots 

in an election •. ' 

AMENJllmNT NO. 48: RECALL OF OFFICERS: That there be added to the 

Charter of the City of Abilene Article XIV, to read as follows: 

ARTTOT:rE-xiV: . . . 
A1?TI('[)~ )(IV g) 

R~C)/f t-t- or- t:."-L.s«.-r J: vE oFFiC-sf(S (1t11tf.lfDffl~I{T" '* . 
section No. 1: SCOPE OF RECALL: The Mayor or any Commissioner 

. - - .. 
0 

whether elected to office by the qualified.electors of the city 

or elected by.saidboard to fill a vacancy, shall .be subject tore-· 

call and removal from office by the qualified electors of the city 

as in this charter provided. 

section No. 2: PETITIONS FOR RECALL: Before. the question of 

recall of the mayor or any co~issioner shall be submitted to _the 

qualified electors of the city, a petition demanding 0 such question 

to be submitted shall first be filed 1rith the person performing 

the duties of City secretary, which said petition shall be signed 
. . . 

by at least thirty percent of the qualified voters of the city, 
.. . - --. 

to be determined by the lates~ poll tax list of said city, or the 

latest legal and official list of electors of said city qualified 

under·terms of any law of this state that has been enacted or shall 

ever be enacted governing the qualifications of electors. Each 

signer of such recall petition shall personally sign his name 

thereto in ink or inde~ible 1)6ncil, and shall wr.i te aftEI:r; his name 

his place of residence, giving name of street and number, and shall 
.. -· .. 

also wr~te thereon the day of the month and year his signature was 

affixed. 
-··:cC''-./·· . - ---- ____ ____________. 
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section No.3: FORM OF RECALL: The recall ~etition mentioned 

above must be addressed to the Board of Commissioners of the - - . - . 

City of Abilene and must distincltly and specifically point out 
' 

the ground. or grounds u~on which suc!J: petition for removal is 

predica~ed,. and if there. be more_ than l)ne grl)und! ~uch as for 

incom-petency, misconduct, _o:r malfeasance in office, shall 

specifically state each ground with such certainty as to give the . . ~ .. - - -

officer ~ought to be renl.?ved notice of the matters and things 

with which he is charged. said petition shall be signed by the 

requisite number of qualified electors as provided in section 2 

of this Artic_le. The signatures shall be verified by oath in the 

following form: 

state of Texas 

Co?ll ty. o~. Tarlo:r .......... . 

"I ......................... b_eing first dulY 

s:worn on oatil depose and say_ that I_~ one 

.of· the signers of the above petition: that 

the statements made therein are true, and .... - "' -

that each signature a~peB.l"~ng thereto 

is the sign~ture it purports to be and was 

affixed thereto u-pon the date each J:lll!"Ports 

to have been made and I solemnly swear 

that the same is the genuine signature of the .... ·- .. 
person it purports to be. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this ••••• 
' ..... 

day of. . • . • • . . . • • . • . . • 19 . .... . 

Notary public, in and for Taylor county, Texas. 

Section 4 -- VARIOUS PAPERS CONSTITUTING PETITION: The - . . - . - - - - - . - -

petition may consist of one or more ~ieces of pa-per circulated 
-- - - . . . . .. - .. - -

separElt~ly an(l_ ~he signEltllre t1J.e:reto rn~Y_be u~on the paper or 

~a~ers containing the form of petition, or upon other papers 

attached thereto. verification provided for in the next preced-
~ . . -. ~ -· 

ing section of this Article may be filed separately and by different 
- . . . . . . . - . . 

persons, and the several parts of the pe~~~ion may be filed separately 
-----

·~ 
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and bY. different pe~rsons, but no s~gnat11re ~o _ sucll pe tlti()J:]. _shall 

remain effective or be counted which were .placed thereon more than ·- - - -- - -

thirty_ da~s P!i()r to_ the filing of such petition or peti tiona with 

the person performing the duties of' City secretary. All papers and -. -· . ~ .. -- - - .. 
documents ~o~?rising a siJ:].gle petition, that is, all papers com

prising a recall peti~ion, ~ha~l be fil(3d ~~hthe person .performing 

the duties of City secre_tar!o!l the_ salD.e day, ~nd said clerk shall 

immediately notify in writing the .officer sought to be removed. 
·-' ·. -

Section 5: CERTIFICATE TO PETITION: Within two days after the 

date of' the filing of' the papers constituting the recall petition, 
. ' -- - . ~ .. 

the person performing the duties of' City secre_tary ~hal~ certify to 

the Board of Commissioners the number of aualified voters within the 

City of' Abilene'. as shown by the latest poll tax list of said city, 

or the latest legal and official list of all electors of said city 
-. . . . --- "'". 

qualified under terms of any law of this state that has been enacted 
. - --· -- .. . ----··- ·- -- - ·-·-· 

or shall ever be_ e11ac~ed governing the qualifications of' electors, 

and shall fur~her certify .the numl:J~:r:" of ()Uali:t'ie_d voters signing 

said pet~tion, a!J-d _sh~ll present such petition and his certificate 

thereto to said board. 

. . . sectio11. 6: ~Eg':('~gN TO . .J3E _(J~LL:E]): If the Mayor o: CollliUission

er Whose removal is sought does not resign with five days after . 

such recall petition shall hav_e_b~en duly c_er~ified to_ the Board 

of Commissioners, as provided in the next preceding.section of 

this Article, then it shall become the· duty of' said Board of 

Commissioners to order an election and fix a date for holding 
• I - -

such recall election, and the date of which election shall not 

be less than fifteen nor more than thirty days from the time 

such petition was presented to the Board of Commissioners • 
. ~ -·. . 

section 7: RECALL ELECTION, _FO~· O]f J3ALLOT: The form of 

ballot to be used at such recall election shall be as.follows: 

"SHALL (name of person) BE REMOVED FROM THE OFFICE 

OF BY RECALL?" 

Immediately following the above question there shall be 
-· . -. ·. 

P]:'OVid:ed by the ballot, in separate lines, in the order here set 

out, the words: 

"For the Recall of (N~me of pe:rson)." . . ' 
"Against the RecalJ:·of-(Name .of the person) • 11 

Should ~o;e than a ~aj~ri ty of tw~t~irds o~ the votes cast 
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at such recall election be t.or the recall -of the mayor or such 
-~-- .. ···-- ~--

commissioners named on the_ ballo~, he sJ:lall, regardless of ~I1Y 

technical defects in the recall ptition, be deemed removed from 

office. ShoUld less than a majority of two thirds of the votes 
~ .. . ' -- . . . ~-. 

cast at such recall election, h~wever, be _a~ainst the_ recall of 

the officer name_d on the _te._llot~ the mayor or such c_o~issioner 

shall continue in office for the remainder of his term, subject 
·-- ... - . 

to recall as before. 

Section No. 8: RECALL, RES'!RICTIONS- THEREON: No recall 

petition shall be filed against the mayor or any commissioner of 

the Board of Commissioners of the City of Abilene within three 
' . - .•. 

months after his election for such officer•s recall. 

Section 9: BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS_, FAILURE TO GALL AN 

ELECTION: In case all of the reauirements of this charter shall . .. .. ' - - - -. -- . - . 

have been met and the Board of Commissioners shall fail or refuse 
- ,__ . -·- .... 

to receive the recall petition, or o:rder such re_oall_election, or 

_ discharge any other_ dut~es imposed upol1. said board b:Y, the 

provisionsco:t' this __ ciJ.E<rtel:'_ ;v~~h refe~e11ce to su?h recall, then the 

county ju_dge of 'lliylor County, ~:x.as, shal.ldischarge !l.ny _of _such 

duties herein. pro,vided to be, discharged by the Board of Commissioners. 
I 

section 10: THE MAYOR ONLY OR ONE OR MORE COMMISSIONERS 
. -- -- . -

:MA~ BE RE_GAI;LED SAME EL].!;CTION: The mayor. or one or more 

commissioners m~y be_reca~led at the sam~ election, and if, in 

such !e~all electicm,_ ther:e shall. as_ a _re_sult of such elect~on, 

remain the mayor_ or_ one or mor_e commissioner, who is not recalled, 

then such mayor or commissioner not recalled shall discharge all 
-. - . - - - . . ---. 

of the duties inclllllb~nt up_on the go'verning body of said city until 

the vacanc_y or vacancies created at such recall election are 

filled_~Y an ~lection for_ that purpose,but_if in any proposed recall 

election it is proposed and submitted to recall all the members 
- . - -- --. -· ... ·-- --
constituting said Board of Commissioners, then there shall be placed -- . .- .. -~ ·- --·- ---- ·-· - --- ·- ---· . . .. . ---·- ~. .. 
on said ballot under the question of recall, the names of candidates 

- -. .. . - ~. . -· ··- . ·' . .. - . 
to fill the vacancies proposed to b~ created b_y_ such_ election, but 

the names of the mayor and of such c0mmissioners proposed to be . ., . . .. ---- . . -

recalled, shall not appear on the ballot as candidate. 
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Section 11: VACANCIES IN BOARD, DUE TO RECALL, HOW 

FILLED: If at any recall election it is not proposed and 

submitted to recall all of the members constituting said 

Board of Commissioners, but only one or more and fewer than 

all, and such election shall result in favor of the recall of 

one or more of said commissioners, proposed to be recalled, 

then it shall be the duty of the remaining commissioners not 

recalled and constituting the governing body of the city, 

within five days after such election is held, to meet, canvass 

the returns, declare the result of the election and on the 

same date order an election to fill such vacancy or vacancies, 

which election shall be held within not less than ten ~or 

more than twenty days after the same shall have been ordered. 

No vacancy caused by recall shall be filled by the Board of 

CoJlllliissioners. 

AMENDMENT NO. 49: That Section 42, Article V, of the Charter 

of the City of Abilene, be and the same is hereby amended by 

adding thereto Section 42b to read as follows:,«There is 

hereby created the office of City ~uvenile Officer of said 

City, such officer to be appointed as other officers, and to 

qualify as other appointive officers as provided in Article IV, 

Section 44 of the charter of said City, and to hold his office 

as is provided in Section 42 of said Charter. Such officer 

shall have the powers and duties as are vested in ~uvenile 

Officers- by the provisions o~-~t~cle 5142, Revised Civil 

Statutes or other general laws of this state, and he shall 

work in cooperation with the ~uvenile Officer of Taylor 

County, Texas, and the ~udge of the ~uvenile Court of said 

County, His salary shall be not less than $175.00 per month 

and in addition thereto, said City shall furnish him an 

automobile for use in performing his duties, said automobile 

shall be equipped with a two way radio for conveying and 

receiving messages to the local police department and the 

expenses for the use of said automobile shall be paid by 

said City.n) 
/ 
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Seation No. 2:~.:2 That all laws and parts of laws in 

aonfliat with suah of these amendments as are adopted are 

hereby expressly repealed. 

Seation No. 3: That these amendments shall be submitted 

to the qualified voters of the City of Abilene at a speaial 

eleation to be aalled for suah purpose to be held on the 
[j;_ ~? day of ~ , 1946 1 and that all persons whose 

names appear upon the latest poll tax list of the aity and 

also eaah person who is qualified by terms of any speaial 

law passed by the Legislature of the State of texas to vote 

in the year 1946 without payment of a poll tax for that year, 

shall be allowed to vote in said speaial eleation. It is 

further direated that the City Searetary mail a aopy of these 

proposed amendments to eaah qualified voter within the City 

of Abilene as appears from the latest poll tax list of 

Taylor County for the year 1946. 

Seation 4: The form of ballot to be used in said 

eleation shall be as follows: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT ON PROPOSED , CHARTER MKENDl.I'JENTS 

(INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Those who desire to vote for 

any proposed amendment will erase the word "NO" after sueh 

amendment, leaving the word "YES"; and those who desire to 

vote against any suah amendment will erase the word "YES" 

leaving the word "NO" by running a line or lines through the 

same with blaak i~k or penaiL) 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

Do you vote to amend the present aity aharter of 

Abilene'by adding thereto Amendment No. 1, which amendment 

is as follows? 

(Here GoRy Amendment No.1) 

Answer: Yes No 

And said ballot shall submit separately and aonseautively 

the other amendments submitted as provided in said ordinance, 
,_ 

in the .same form of question and answer, followed by a aopy 

of the proposed amendment, said amendments being Nos. 1 to 

49 inalusive, followed by the same form of answers. 

22. 



... '0 [ J 
'-../ 

All voters desiring to vote for the adoption of any of 

the proposed amendments shall permit to remain on their 

ballots with respeat to each proposed amendment w~iah they 

desire to have adopted the word: "YES", and those opposed 

shall permit to remain on their ballots with respeat to eaah 

amendment whiah they desire to have rejeated the word: "NO". 

Seation 5: There shall also be submitted at said eleation 

the proposition as to whether or not the publia sahools of said 

Oity shall be divoraed from muniaipal aontrol as is provided 
n 

in Artiale 2783a of the Revised Oivil Statutes of Texas and 

the form of ballot to be used for sa~d purpose shall be as~

follows: 

OFFIOIAL BALLOT ON DIVORO~{gNT OF PUBLIO SOHOOLS FROM 
MUNIOIPAL OONTROL. 

FOR the Separation of the Publia Sahools from 
Muniaipal Oontrol. 

AGAINST the Separation of the Publia Sahools from 
Muniaipal Oontrol. 

{INSTRUOTIONS TO VOTERS. Those who desire to vote for 

separation of said Sahools from Muniaipal Control shall erase 

with blaak penail or ink by running a line or lines through 

the entire sentenae beginning with the word "AGAINST" and 

t~ose who desire to vote against suah separation shall so 

erase the entire sentenae beginning with the word "FOR".) 

Seation 6. Said eleation shall be held in the eleation 

preainats of said aity heretofore presaribed by ordinanae and 

at the voting plaaes herein designated, and the following 

offiaers are hereby appointed to hold said eleation in said 

preainats, towit; 

Preainat No. 1. VOTING PLAOE, TAYLOR OOUNTY COURT HOUSE. 

z. D. Hailey, Presiding Judge; Mrs. W. A. Jennings, 

Assistant judge; Mrs. T. A. Plowman, Clerk; and W. I. Jay, 

Clerk. 

Said preainat is bounded as follows: Commenaing with 

interseation of East City Limits with the T & P R.R.; Thenae 

South with said City Limits following same with its meander

ings around to a point in the aenter of Syaamore Street; 

Thence North with the center line of Sycamore Street to the 

North property line of South 14th Street; Thenae West with 
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the North property line of South 14th Street to a point in 

the center line of Elm Street; Thence North with the center 

line of Elm Street to the ~ & P RR; Thence East with said 

RR to the place of beginning. 

PRECINCT NO. 2. VOTING PLACE, FIRE STATION AT 5TH & 

BUTTERNUT STREETS. 

N. w. Bradshaw, Presiding Judge; Mrs. D. c. Clark, 

Assistant Judge; Mr. D. c. Clark, Clerk; Miss Zelma Key, Clerk. 

Said precinct is bounded as follows: Commencing at-a 

point on the T & P RR directly North of the center line of 

Elm Street; Thence South with the center line of Elm Street 

to the North property line of South 14th Street; Thence 

East with the North property line of South 14th Street to a 

point directly ~orth of the center line of Sycamore Street; 

Thence South with the center line of Sycamore Street to 

City Limits; Thence West with said City Limits line follow

ing same with its meanderings to a point on a straight line 

with the center of Amarillo Street; Thence North with the 

center line of Amarillo Street to the T & P RR; Thence 

East with said RR to the place of beginning. 

PRECINCT NO. 3. VOTING-l?LACE, SUPPER CLUB, FAIR PARK. 

Mrs. Martin Metzger, Presiding Judge; Roy Johnson, 

Assistant Judge; Dan A Gallagher, Clerk; Mrs. Arthur Harker, 

Clerk. 

Said precinct is bounded as follows: Commencing at a 

point on the T & P RR directly North of the center line of 

Amarillo Street; Thence South following the center line of 

said street to the City Limits; Thence West with said City 

Limits line following same with its meanderings to the South

west corner of said City Limits. Thence Northward with said 

City Limits with its meanderings to the T & P RR; Thence East 

with said RR to the place of beginning. 

All qualified voters residing in that territory which 

was added to said City of Abilene by an ordinance connecting 

certain portions of McMurry College area, passed on May 31, 1946, 

24. 
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recorded in Ordinance Book No. 4, Page 421, who desire to vote 

at said election, shall vote in said Precinct No. 3. 

PRECINCT NO. 4. VOTING PLACE, SHELTON-WEBB MOTOR CO. 

NORTH FIRST AND ORANGE STREETS. 

H. J. Hanks, Presiding Judge; E. V. Sellers, Assistant 

Judge; Mrs. E. E. Hollingshead, Clerk; and J. H. Bratton, Clerk. 

Said precinct is bounded as follows: Commencing at a 

point on the T & P RR directly South of' the center line of' 

Hickory Street; Thence North with the center line of' Hickory 

Street to a point where same intersects Qity Limits; Thence 

West with said City Limits following same with its me~derings 

to the Northwest corner of' said City Limits; Thence South with 

said City Limits with its meanderings to the T & P RR; Thence 

East with said RR to place of' beginning. 

PRECINCT NO. 5. VOTING PLACE, CENTRAL FIRE STATION, 

NORTH FOURTH AND CEDAR STREETS. 

P. A. Mayfield, Presiding Judge; Mrs. c. L. Blankenship, 

Assistant Judge; Mrs. Boyd Harvey, Clerk; Mrs. L. A. Lacy, 

Clerk. 

Said .;precinct is bounded .aa follows: Commencing with 

intersection of' East City Limits w.it.h the T & P RR; Thence 

North with said City Limits following same with its meander-

ings to a point where same intersects center line of' Hickory 

Street; Thence South with the center line of' Hickory Street 

to the T & P RR; Thence East with T & P RR to a place of' 

beginning. 

Section 7: Said election shall be held under the pro-

visions of' the general laws of' the State of' Texas, except 

where otherwise provided by the Abilene City Charter, and all 

persons qualified to vote in said aity election under the laws 

of' this State regulating general elections in cities shall be 

allowed to vote. 

Section 8: The Mayor shall make proclamation of' said 

election and give notice thereof', and a copy of' this ordinance 

~ shall be sufficient notice of' this election, and thirty days' 
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notice of the time and places of holding the said election 

shall be given by publication of said ordinance in the 

Abilene Reporter-News, a newspaper of general circulation 

published in said City, one time and the Mayor's proclamation 

and notice, referring to said ordinance and the publication 

thereof for identification of said amendments, shall be pub

lished in said newspaper for two consecutive weeks thereafter. 

The first publication shall contain said ordinance in full, 

shall not be less than thirty days prior to said election; and 

said publications shall be deemed sufficient.notice of said 

election. 

Section 9: Such of the foregoing amendments as receive 

the approval of a majority of the voters, as shown by the 

returns of said election shall be in full force and effect 

immediately after the canvass of the return~, and the 

declaration of the results thereof by the Board of Commissioners 

unless otherwise provided therein; and those amendments that 

fail to receive the approval of a majority of the voters, shall 

be of no force and effect. 

Section 10: Due to the fact that the public schools of 

the City of Abiiene are greatly in need of additfuonal funds, 

and an amendment to be voted up0n in this election would make 

possible the raising of the annual tax levied for the support 

and maintenance of said schools, there is created an emergency 

requiring the suspension of Section 32 of the Charter requiring 

ordinances to be readcon two separate meetings, and the same 
' 

is here and now suspended and this ordinance passed on the 

second and final reading, and shall take effect from and 

after its passage. 

Passed on its first, second and final reading this 19th 

day of July, A. D. 1946, all commissioners voting "aye". 

.i\,TTEST: ,')~~_1__0 
Mayor o1l/[j\he'CYitY"M"fVAbiiene, Texas. 

*jll.. j--M4>. kn<{eAt;, 
~ ty Secretary 

Approved as to form before 


